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131st Bomb Wing file photo
Capt. Charles Lindbergh, 110th Ob-
servation Squadron Missouri National 
Guard, services his aircraft, the “Spirit 
of Saint Louis,” at Robertson Field, St. 
Louis, in 1927. 

On the
cover

By Amaani Lyle
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON (AFPS)  -- During a 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender 
Pride Month event at the Pentagon today, 
the highest-ranking openly gay member of 
the Defense Department described his expe-
riences witnessing the evolution of the law 
that banned openly gay service members, 
from its implementation to its eventual re-
peal.

Acting Air Force Secretary Eric Fanning 
noted the significance of Defense Secretary 
Chuck Hagel kicking off the DOD’s pride 
celebration, as just two years ago, gay and 
lesbian service members could not openly 
serve in the military.

Absent an association like DOD Pride 
to lend support, Fanning described the dif-
ficulties and sense of isolation that he and 
others at the Pentagon endured as the repeal 
process ran its course. “There were no other 
open LGBT appointees, and anyone serving 
openly in uniform was surely in the process 
of being discharged,” he said.

Fanning began working in the Pentagon 
20 years ago, a time he described as a per-
sonally painful experience as DOD began to 
implement the law that came to be known as 
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell.”

“It was a deeply conflicting time for me,” 
the Air Force’s top civilian official said. “I 
was launching a career with strong support 
from amazing bosses who knew about my 

personal life. ... I was being given opportu-
nities that were being denied to people just 
like me. I was working for an institution 
that discriminated -- against people just like 
me.”

He also recalled how during that time, 
people spoke about gays and lesbians in 
“blistering and emotional ways,” denigrat-
ing them for simply wanting the right to 
serve their country while being honest about 
who they were.

Still, Fanning said, the military under-
went the difficult process of opening doors 
to those it previously denied or constrained: 

women, immigrants looking to prove their 
patriotism and earn their citizenship, and to 
gays and lesbians.

“At times, it seemed agonizingly slow, or 
even that we were losing ground,” Fanning 
said. “But never once did we doubt we were 
on the right path.”

Relying on the diverse talents of a broad-
er pool of people who are willing and able to 
serve has fortified the military, Fanning ex-
plained. “We are stronger for looking more 
like the society we are charged with protect-
ing, and we are today ... the finest military 
the world has ever known,” he said.

In the two years leading up to the repeal 
of “Don’t Ask Don’t Tell,” the debate had a 
remarkably different tone, due in great part 
to the support of the president and the then-
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Navy 
Adm. Mike Mullen.

“I cannot escape being troubled by the 
fact that we have in place a policy which 
forces young men and women to lie about 
who they are in order to defend their fellow 
citizens,” the admiral testified before Con-
gress. “It comes down to integrity -- theirs 
as individuals and ours as an institution.”

Looking back to almost two decades ear-
lier as a junior aide, Fanning said, he could 
never imagine having a chairman say things 
like Mullen did.

Fanning said most people had begun to 
accept the possibility of repeal long before 

Acting SecAF recounts journey to equality

Mr. Eric Fanning,
Acting Secretary of the Air Force

Retired Lt. Col. Frank Cavuoti (#78)
Det. 5, 29th Training Systems Squadron

Past, present and future B-2 Spirit stealth bomber pilots gathered 
June 14 during the fourth B-2 Pilot Dining-In to celebrate their col-
lective diverse backgrounds, their unique and rich heritage, their 
shared common vision, and 20 years of the B-2 stealth bomber. 

Held at Whiteman Air Force Base Mission’s End club, an un-
precedented 133 B-2 pilots attended, including 51 who were able 
to return from off-station locations such as Lajes Field, Portugal; 
Edwards AFB, Calif.; Barksdale AFB, La.; the Pentagon and many 
other “stealthy” areas. 

Major Gen. Garrett Harencak, a former B-2 pilot (#407) and 
the eighth B-2 wing commander here at Whiteman, attended as the 
guest speaker presiding over this formal event rich with Air Force 
tradition. Harencak currently serves as assistant chief of staff for 
Strategic Deterrence and Nuclear Integration in Washington, D.C. 

Our current 509th Bomb Wing commander, Brig. Gen. Thomas 
Bussiere (#114), served as the President of the Mess, assisted by 
Capt. Marcus Antonini (#500) as Mr. Vice. 

Brigadier Gen. Scott Vander Hamm (#94), Brig. Gen. Greg 
Champagne (#403), Brig. Gen. Jim Dawkins (#184), Col. Michael 
Francis (#427), Col. Kenneth Eaves (#420), Col. Rob Spalding 
(#191), Col. Kristen Goodwin (#279), and Capt. Dale Wilds (#551) 
filled out the Cranium Table. The lowest Spirit in attendance was 
Tom Lebeau (#5).

The Air Force tradition of the dining-in has ancient, pre-Chris-
tian, Roman roots, coming to our modern times by way of Viking 
warlords and King Arthur’s knights in the sixth century, through 
British soldiers in colonial America and George Washington’s Con-
tinental Army, to Gen. Henry H. Hap Arnold’s “Wing Dings” in the 
1930s and finally, into today’s present format.

Through all this, the purpose of the dining-in is to bring together 
members of a unit in an atmosphere of camaraderie, good fellow-
ship and social rapport to promote high morale and esprit de corps.

Formal traditions during this Mess Dress event included toasts 
to the president, the queen, the chief of staff of the Air Force, chief 
of naval operations and deployed members, as well as the somber 
POW/MIA table ceremony. 

Additionally, attendees observed some less formal but just as im-
portant traditions, like the “grog bowl” and wearing of unit specific 
regalia. The evening was even pleasantly interrupted by a live sat-
ellite feed from Fox New Network’s own Greta Van Susteren and 
past presidential candidate, Arizona Sen. John McCain, with special 
messages to all B-2 pilots.

The actual dining-in was a culmination of several events sur-
rounding this gathering of so many B-2 pilots, to include a ReBlue 
Symposium, aircraft and simulators refreshers, and a Stealth Golf 
Tournament complete with joint air-to-surface standoff missile and 
massive ordnance penetrator shots. 

This series of events and B-2 pilot dining-in usher our wing into 
a very significant timeframe, as we prepare to celebrate Dec. 17 as 
the 110-year anniversary of man’s first flight and the 20-year anni-
versary of the first arrival of the B-2 stealth bomber here at White-
man AFB.

Many thanks to all the individuals that volunteered to make this 
event such a success. It is your hard work and dedication that keeps 
tradition and the Spirit alive!

B-2 pilots celebrate with dining-in

U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Brigitte N. Brantley 
Firefighters and the hazardous material team from the 509th 
Civil Engineer Squadron present the “grog bowl” at the fourth 
B-2 Pilot Dining-In June 14, 2013, at Whiteman Air Force Base, 
Mo. In attendance were 133 B-2 pilots, including 51 who found 
their way back to Whiteman from as far away as Portugal. 

See Acting SecAF, page 14
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NEWS BRIEFS
Commissary Farmers Market

The Whiteman Commissary will be having 
a Farmers Market Sidewalk sale on June 28 & 
29, from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. The Commis-
sary will also be closed on Thursday, July 4th 
in observance of Independence Day.  The Com-
missary will reopen on Friday July 4th at 8:00 
am.  For further information, contact the com-
missary at 687-5655. 

2013 Community Assessment 
Survey

The 2013 Community Assessment Survey 
is your opportunity to contribute to community 
action plans at your base, MAJCOM and the 
Air Force!

Starting 5 April 2013, you may be one of 
those chosen to receive an email invitation to 
participate in a survey concerning your expe-
riences as a member serving in the Air Force. 
Sharing your experiences and opinions in this 
survey is voluntary and will help us improve life 
for families in the Air Force Active Duty, Re-
serve components and DoD Civilian workforce.

The survey’s subject line will be ‘2013 
Community Assessment Survey (Survey Con-
trol Number AF13-141SGHW)’ and it will be 
from afcasurvey@ipsosresearch.com.  

If you have questions about this survey, you 
may contact this survey’s POC, Lt Col Wendy 
Travis at afmoa.communityassessmentsur-
vey@us.af.mil.

Disposition of personal effects
Captain Daniel Uchtmann is authorized 

to make disposition of the personal effects of 
SMSgt Stephen Counts deceased, 131 AMXS, 
as stated in AFI 34-511.  Any person’s having 
claims for or against the deceased please contact 
Captain Daniel Uchtmann at (660) 687-2015.

Whiteman Warrior
Story Ideas

The Public Affairs Office accepts story ideas 
for news and feature articles on people and or-
ganizations to help provide recognition of ex-
cellence in performance and set forth norms for 
mission accomplishment.

To submit an idea, call 660-687-6123, or 
email whiteman.warrior@us.af.mil

Air Force Accepting Prior
Service Applicants

Have you previously served as an enlisted 
member in the Air Force or other branch of the 
U.S. military? If so, and you were honorably 
discharged and have been out of the service less 
than six years, you may be eligible to serve in 
the U.S. Air Force. The Air Force is currently 
seeking individuals to serve in their previous 
job or to possibly retrain. To learn more, contact 
your local Air Force recruiter, call 1-800-423-
USAF or visit airforce.com and speak live with 
an Air Force adviser.

For more news briefs, visit http://www.
whiteman.af.mil/news/announcements/index.
asp

Weather
Today

Chance of Storms
Hi 87
Lo 70
Sunday

Mostly Sunny
Hi 78
Lo 62

Saturday
Mostly Sunny

Hi 80
Lo 64

Monday
Mostly Sunny

Hi 79
Lo 62

Whiteman Independence Day celebration
When: July 3, from 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. 

Where: Skelton Park on Whiteman AFB
Cost: Free! 

The fireworks start at 9:30 p.m. 
Check out facebook.com/whitemanmarketing for a list of all the events!

Freedom Fest Spectacular
When: July 4, starting at 6:30 p.m.

Where: Grover Park Baptist Church, 409 N. Mitchell St., Warrensburg
Cost: Free!

The fireworks start at dark.

Sedalia’s 4th of July Celebration
When: July 4 from 6-11 p.m.

Where: Missouri State Fairgrounds, 2503 W. 16th St., Sedalia
Cost: Free!

The fireworks start at dusk. 

KC RiverFest
When: July 4 from 4-11 p.m.

Where: Berkley Riverfront Park
(Grand Boulevard and River Front Road), Kansas City

Cost: Parking is $10, admission is $5 per person
(Free admission until 5 p.m.)

Check out kcriverfest.com for more information.

July 4 festivities
Check out all the local opportunities to see some July 4 fireworks!

509th Medical Operations Squadron
Bioenvironmental Engineering Flight

Whiteman Air Force Base has released the Consumer Confi-
dence Report for 2012, an annual summary of drinking water qual-
ity delivered by Whiteman AFB during calendar year 2012. The re-
port helps base residents and employees better understand, and have 
confidence in, their drinking water supply. 

Under the “Consumer Confidence Reporting Rule” of the federal 
Safe Drinking Water Act, community water systems must report 
water quality information to the consuming public. As required by 
regulations, results reported in 2013 are based on samples collected 

and analyzed in 2012.
The report details where the water comes 

from, what it contains and the health risks 
water testing and treatment are designed to 
prevent.

For more information about this report or 
water quality at Whiteman AFB, call Bioen-
vironmental Engineering at (660) 687-4324.

The full 2012 report is available on the Whiteman website ath-
ttp://www.whiteman.af.mil/library/Environmental.asp. 

Whiteman AFB releases 2012 
water quality report
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509th Bomb Wing Public Affairs

The Air Force announced the results for
the 2013 technical sergeant promotion cycle
June 27. The 5,654 selected represent 15.03
percent of the 37,608 eligible.

The average score for those selected was
340.17. Selectees’ average time in grade is
5.52 years and time in service is 10.78. Their
average enlisted performance report score
is 132.58 and the average decoration score
is 5.97. Selectee average promotion fitness
examination score is 72.63 and the average
specialty knowledge test score is 63.40.

The following 62 staff sergeants were
chosen for promotion to technical sergeant.

Daryl Ables,
509th Security Forces Squadron

Michael Allgire,
709th Munitions Squadron

James Anderson,
509th Medical Operations Squadron

Anthony Atoigue,
509th Maintenance Operations Squadron

Eric Bowlin,
509th Munitions Squadron

Jason Busby,
509th Maintenance Squadron

Hernandez Buslon,
509th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron

Shane Carrasco,
20th Reconnaissance Squadron

Bryan Childers,
509th Logistics Readiness Squadron

Clifton Cleveland,
509th Operations Support Squadron

Timothy Czapansky,
509th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron

William Daniels,
509th Bomb Wing
Daniel Delarosa,

509th Civil Engineer Squadron
Christopher Dennis,

509th Maintenance Squadron
Michael Dewandeler,

509th Bomb Wing
Danny Dodson,

509th Munitions Squadron
Thomas Dunlap,

372nd Training Squadron
Dan Earley,

509th Logistics Readiness Squadron
Kevin Frederick,

495th Fighter Group
Ray Frederick,

509th Maintenance Squadron
Christopher Gibson,

509th Maintenance Squadron
Devin Giles,

509th Munitions Squadron
Jaclyn Haberman,

372nd Training Squadron
Alex Holloway,

509th Security Forces Squadron
David Hopkins,

509th Maintenance Squadron
Michael Howell,

509th Maintenance Squadron
Michael Hyde,

509th Civil Engineer Squadron
David Jarvis,

509th Munitions Squadron
Michael Krivitza,

509th Security Forces Squadron

Zachary Linton,
509th Security Forces Squadron

Scott Lloyd,
509th Maintenance Squadron

Raul Loyo,
509th Medical Support Squadron

Christopher Mattingly,
509th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron

Ronnie McGee,
509th Medical Operations Squadron

Eric Miller,
509th Bomb Wing

Ryan Moudy,
509th Maintenance Squadron

Justin Nutter,
509th Security Forces Squadron

Crista Parker,
509th Operations Support Squadron

Daniel Parsons,
509th Security Forces Squadron

Robert Peterson,
509th Logistics Readiness Squadron

James Prather,
509th Security Forces Squadron

Bryan Riddell,
509th Civil Engineer Squadron

Daniel Rylander,
509th Logistics Readiness Squadron

Jayme Sanford,
509th Logistics Readiness Squadron

Jonathan Sangricco,
509th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron

Shawn Sawtelle,
509th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron

Steven Scott,
72nd Test and Evaluation Squadron

James Steenburg,
372nd Training Squadron

Joshua Tanner,
Air Combat Command Det. 12

William Tauffener,
509th Maintenance Group

John Thomas,
509th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron

Micah Thornton,
509th Maintenance Squadron

Chad Tillery,
509th Maintenance Group

Jolene Trappett,
325th Weapons Squadron

Gerald Urban,
509th Civil Engineer Squadron

Michael Vandeusen,
509th Security Forces Squadron

Victor Vorngsam,
509th Logistics Readiness Squadron

Alonzo Warner,
509th Civil Engineer Squadron

Thomas Waters,
509th Comptroller Squadron

Brian White,
495th Fighter Group

William White,
509th Maintenance Squadron

LeTrayWomble,
509th Contracting Squadron

Whiteman’s 62 newest
technical sergeants are …

Getting the best deal has never been easier.
 Stop in today for hassle-free savings and

 fast financing approval.

$31,887 $23,999
2012 Chevrolet 1500 Ext LT 4x4           2009 Nissan Murano SL AWD 

$18,968
2012 Chevrolet Camaro 1LT

2012 Ford Fiesta SE
 $13,689

2011 Mazda 3 Hatchback 
$16,499

2011 Kia Optima Sedan
$16,765

2011 Infiniti G25 AWD
$23,499 $51,976

2013 Chevrolet Captiva LTZ FWD
$23,899

2010 Toyota Camry LE
$12,948

2007 Cadillac Escalade AWD 
$23,499

2008 GMC Yukon Denali AWD 
$26,999

2008 Chrysler Aspen Limited
$16,499

2007 Hummer H3 4X4
$18,988

2008 Mazda RX-8
$14,849

Hurry Inventory Is Limited!!

Local 660-747-9165 Toll Free (888) 747-5960
Hwy. 50 West-1mi. West of Warrensburg www.Lotspeichauto.com

2011 Chevrolet Corvette
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By Airman 1st Class Keenan Berry
509th Bomb Wing Public Affairs

Pilots are responsible for operating 
aircraft to complete their assigned mis-
sions, but they cannot get the planes 
off the ground without all the pieces in 
place.

Airman 1st Class Nathan McMahon, 
386th Expeditionary Logistics Readi-
ness Squadron journeyman, is one of 
many Airmen responsible for just that 
mission.

McMahon deployed to a base in 
Southwest Asia just last month and is 
currently working at an aircraft parts 
supply shop.

“I work at the aircraft parts store,” 
said McMahon. “It’s a warehouse where 
we pull parts for combat-oriented sup-
port issues (COSO) so maintainers can 
fix the planes that come in. We process 
items that need to be turned in so they 
can be shipped to other bases for re-
pair. We also inventory all of our items 
to make sure the numbers in the system 
and the numbers on the parts actually 
match.”

On a typical day, McMahon works 
with different shops to ensure they issue 
parts to the appropriate locations.

“My day-to-day duties are to check 
with COSO to make sure they don’t 
need us to process any turn-ins from the 
maintainers,” said McMahon.  “I also 
run different listings to keep our ware-

house up-to-date and make sure every-
thing has a location. I’ll make trips to 
the traffic management office and pro-
cess parts that have been turned in so we 
can ship them off for repair.”

After a long day of work, it is nice 
to have a good place to relax. McMa-
hon said his living conditions are of 
good quality and conveniently locat-
ed. 

“I’m currently living with one other 
person in the dorms,” said McMahon. 
“The room comes with a fridge and TV, 
and since my roommate works days and 
I work nights,I have the room to myself 
most of the time.”

Although the living conditions are 
fairly comfortable, McMahon still miss-
es the conveniences of home.

“Of course I miss my family,” he add-
ed. “It is hard to talk to people with the 
time difference.”

McMahon’s duties at his deployed 
location are different from those at his 
home station.

“Back at Whiteman I worked in cus-
tomer service, which was more desk 
work and running different listings on 
the computer, while here the work is a lot 
more hands-on,” said McMahon.“Here, 
it’s also easier to see how what I’m do-
ing directly benefits the mission.”

Despite his different tasks, McMahon 
understands the role his job plays in op-
erations downrange.

“It’s very important because without 

us, the maintainers aren’t able to get the 
parts they need to fix the aircraft,” said 
McMahon.

In addition to making sure the work 
gets done, McMahon is known for ex-
ercising “service before self”in accom-
plishing his job.

“He is a motivated and hard-working 
Airman who puts the mission before 
himself and is dedicated to helping his 
fellow wingmen,” said Tech. Sgt. Ro-
berto Guerrero, 386th ELRS NCO in 

charge of flight service. “He is willing 
to take on challenging tasks to ensure 
the job is completed.”

This is McMahon’s first deployment, 
and he is doing what it takes to make 
it worthwhile, including participating in 
his office’s nightly ping-pong tourna-
ment. 

“It is different than what I’m used 
to,” said McMahon.“I’m having fun and 
enjoying what I’m doing. It’s also great 
liking the guys I work with.”

From the Frontlines: Airman 1st Class Nathan McMahon

Courtesy photo

Courtesy photo
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HOT SUMMER
SAVINGS

WE WANT
YOU TO BE
ANOTHER
HAPPY

CUSTOMER!
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CHRYSLER
TOWN &
COUNTRY
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$16,928

2012
FORD
FIESTA
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$16,271
2012
CHEVY
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1500 LT
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$27,892

2009
CHRYSLER
ASPEN
���� �	����
��� ����	�	

$18,887

NOW

NOW

26,429
MILES

2012
NISSAN

SENTRA 2.0
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$16,640

2012
CHEVY
IMPALA
�����		�
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$15,982
COUPON

$588 OFF Any New Or Pre-Owned
Car, Truck Or SUV

Must Present Coupon To Redeem • Expires 6/30//13

WWAARRRREENNSSBBUURRGG CCHHRRYYSSLLEERR
888-747-5175

www.warrensburgchrysler.com

Hours:
Mon., Tues.,

Thurs.
8:30am-7pm
Wed., Fri., 
Saturday

8:30am-6pm

LOW
MILES

28,356
MILES

NOW
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Reveille and Retreat ceremonies take place every day to signal
the beginning and end of the duty day. These ceremonies are a
time for everyone to stop and pay their respects. There are certain
procedures that take place for each ceremony for different situa-
tions.

Reveille:
Reveille signals the beginning of the official duty day of

WhitemanAir Force Base and plays at 7 a.m. daily.

Retreat:
Retreat signals the end of the official duty day for Whiteman

AFB and plays at 5 p.m. daily.

Taps:
Taps represents the lives lost for our country and is played at

9 p.m. daily.

What to do when Reveille is played:
When outdoors and in uniform (including the PT uniform)

while Reveille is playing, stop, face the flag or the direction of the
music if no flag is visible, and stand at parade rest. Snap to atten-
tion and salute at the first note ofTo the Colors or the NationalAn-
them; hold the salute until the last note of the music stops. When
outdoors and not in uniform, stand at parade rest until the last note
of the music stops.

What to do when Retreat is played:
When outdoors and in uniform (including the PT uniform)

while Retreat is playing, stop, face the flag or the direction of mu-
sic if no flag is visible, and stand at parade rest. Snap to attention
and salute at the first note of the NationalAnthem; hold the salute
until the last note of music stops. If outdoors and not in uniform,
stand at parade rest until the last note of the music stops.

What to do when Taps is played:
There is no formal procedure for Taps. However, many people

choose to assume parade rest or attention to take the time to reflect.

What to do in a vehicle during
Reveille and Retreat:

When Reveille or Retreat plays, move to the side of the road
and stop the vehicle.All occupants should sit quietly until the last
note of the music has played.

What to do inside at an event:
If you are inside at an event and in uniform (including the PT

uniform), stand up, face the flag and stand at attention. If there is
no flag present, face the direction of the music; do not salute un-
less in a formation. If you’re inside and not in uniform, stand at
attention with your right hand over your heart. If you’re in civilian
attire and wearing a hat, remove it with your right hand and hold
it at the left shoulder with the hand over the heart. NOTE: Some
indoor ceremonies are treated as outdoor events. Personnel in uni-
form will wear their headgear and render the appropriate customs
and courtesies they would for an outside function.

Reveille, Retreat and Taps customs and courtesies

THINK SAFETY

BINGO
American Legion Post 131

Bus. 50 E. – Warrensburg • Now accepting credit and debit cards • Doors Open at 5:00 pm
Games start at 6:40 pm • TUESDAY-Prizes from $70 up to $1100

Two Progressive Games • 660-747-5957
EQUIPMENT RENTAL

B-Quip Equipment Rental
Tools • Equipment • Rental • Sales

2 minutes West of Warrensburg on Hwy. 50 • Warrensburg, MO 64093
1-660-422-RENT

INVESTMENT SERVICES
Edward Jones - Making Sense of Investing

SEE US FOR ALL OF YOUR 401(K) ROLLOVER OPTIONS
Rich Lawson Financial Advisor

109 East Pine • Warrensburg, MO 64093 • 660-747-6128 • Member SIPC www.edwardjones.com

HARDWARE & BUILDING SUPPLIES
Economy Lumber & Hardware

Junction Highways 50 & 13 • 660-747-7158 • Free Delivery to WAFB
Complete Line of Building Materials

MUSIC
Central Band & Piano

110 E. Market - Downtown Warrensburg
Military Discount Toll Free 888-451-2263 (BAND) www.central-band.com

CALL 1-800-892-7856 TO
PLACE YOUR AD

OFFICE MACHINES
Warrensburg Business Machines

315 N. Holden • 747-6173 • 1-800-530-5812 • Office Machines
Sales • Service • Leasing • Supplies

PRESCHOOL & DAYCARE
Mini Adventures Preschool & Day Care

Open from: 0545 to 1800 • 360 SW 13 Hwy • 747-1265 • Age Groups: Infants to 12 years old
Before/Afterschool Program • Preschool Program • DFS Accepted

STORAGE UNITS
Store Yer Stuff, LLC

Space available for Household Items, Cars-Boats-RVs
Wide range of sizes available • Clean ~ Dry & Convenient • Outdoor Storage Available
Located just off DD Highway Approx. 3 mi. W. of WAFB • Warren Waller Cell #660-909-3102

VETERINARIAN

Welcome to Warrensburg...
A community of small
town values, rich in
culture and charm.

Lifetime Animal Center
“Caring for all God’s Creatures” Charles L. Barry, DVM • Sharon Keairnes, DVM

Dogs, Cats, Horses, Livestock & Exotics Boarding & Grooming Available
Mon.-Fri. 7:30am-6pm • Sat. 8am-12pm • Emergency Service Available
Toll Free 877-922-7838 • 227 SE 13 Hwy. • www.lifetimeanimalcenter.petplace.com

REAL ESTATE
Pat Brasel, GRI-SFR

Key Realty
Buying & Selling - Relocation Specialist

Office 660-747-7043 • Cell 660-909-5922 • 401 E. Russell, Warrensburg, MO

RESTAURANT
Oriental Cuisine Of Warrensburg

Korean & Japanese Cuisine Including Sushi Bar
Open Daily 11 am - 9 pm

New Location! 705 N. Burkarth (Next To Dairy Queen)
660-429-1020 • Facebook.com/orientalcuisine

AWARDS • PLAQUES • TROPHIES
Kerley Copy Center

Name Tags • Large Format Printing • Color And B&W Copies
100 W. Pine Warrensburg, MO 64093 • 660-747-2417

www.kerleycopycenter.com

RETAIL CLOTHING
Bombshells Consignment Boutique

Women’s Clothing, Shoes & Access. Bridal, Tuxedo Rentals & Formal Wear
Open 7 Days/Week Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 8 pm, Sun. Noon - 6 pm

1125 N. Simpson Drive, Suite O - 660-429-1005



North American B-26 Bombers of the 131st Fighter-Bomber Wing at an 
unknown forward location.
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(Editor's note: This is part two of a three-part series. Look 
for part two in next week's paper.) 

Senior Master Sgt. Mary-Dale Amison and
Tech. Sgt. Christopher Boehlein
131st Bomb Wing

From Jennies to jets to stealth bombers,the 131st Bomb 
Wing’s history really began with it The chief pilot on the St. 
Louis-to-Chicago mail run for the Robertson Aircraft Com-
pany was a young aviator named Charles “Slim” Lindbergh, 
who soon joined his employers at the 110th. He was a captain 
in the National Guard in 1927 and had to seek permission 
from his commanders to make a historic transatlantic solo 
flight to Paris in the “Spirit of St. Louis.” He was rewarded 
for his efforts by a special act of the Missouri legislature that 
promoted him to the rank of colonel.

The squadron flew 10 different aircraft from 1925 to 1940, 
including the D-4, the PT-1 “Trusty” and the TW-3. Aircraft 
such as the O-11, 0-2H and O-38B were employed for ob-
servation and reconnaissance missions. Squadron photogra-
phers honed their skills using the K-17 observation camera.

On Dec. 23, 1940, the unit was called to serve in World 
War II as a fighter and medium bombardment unit, and com-
menced training in Little Rock, Ark., and Salinas, Calif. 
Members flew the Douglas A-10 “Havoc” bomber, Bell P-39 
“Air Cobra” and Curtis P-40 “Warhawk” fighters. The unit 
was based in Australia, New Guinea and the Philippines, and 
was credited with destroying approximately 123 Japanese 
aircraft and approximately 12 ships, earning the squadron a 
Presidential Unit Citation in 1944.

Upon returning home, the unit was demobilized and in 
the early summer of 1946, plans were formulated to orga-
nize the Air National Guard. Unlike the pre-war unit, which 
consisted of some 24 officers and 120 enlisted men, Missouri 
was to receive a fighter wing, utilizing nearly 10 times as 
many personnel. The unit executed an extensive recruiting 
drive, moved back into facilities at Lambert Field in St. Lou-
is and received a new designation as the 57th Fighter Wing 
and 110th Fighter Squadron; that September, the wing earned 
federal recognition. The unit flew the P-51 “Mustang,” then 
recognized as the fastest fighter aircraft of World War II.

In 1947, the wing was re-designated the 71st Fighter 
Wing. During this period, Maj. Charles DuBois, World War 
II ace and former member of the famed Flying Tigers, took 
command of the 110th Fighter Squadron and soon gained 
recognition as one of the unit’s most aggressive commanders.

Three years later, on Nov. 1, 1950, the wing was re-des-
ignated the 131st Composite Wing, and began pursuing in-
tensive training to raise the wing’s readiness to the highest 
possible degree.

On March 1, 1951, as a result of contingency operations in 
Korea, the wing was recalled to active federal service for 21 
months, with moves to Strategic Air Command at Bergstrom 
Air Force Base, Texas, and then later in the year to George 
Air Force Base, Calif., with the new designation as the 131st 
Fighter-Bomber Wing. 

The medium bomber North American B-25 “Mitchell,” 
the North American T-6 “Texan” trainer, the Douglas B-26 
“Invader” and military transports Douglas C-47 “Skytrain” 
and Beechcraft C-45 “Expeditor” joined the 131st fleet 
throughout the 1950s. 

During the Korean conflict, the wing took on an increased 
role of flying bombers, but the mission would change quickly 
to that of a fighter role. Fighters would be the 131st mission 
for 40 more years, but bombers would ultimately become the 
future.

Additional content for this story was provided by Charles 
Machon (Missouri State National Guard Museum curator).

From Jennies to jets to stealth bombers
90 years of the 131st Bomb Wing and 110th Bomb Squadron, Pt. 2

F-84F “Thunderstreaks” and F-
100C “Super Sabres” of the 131st 
Light Bombardment Wing, Mis-
souri Air National Guard, parked 
at Robertson Field, St. Louis, Mo., 
1962.

Members of the 110th Reconnaissance Squadron in the 
Philippines, circa 1942.

Airman 1st Class Banjo A. Burro, the beloved mascot of 
the 131st, joined the wing in the late 1950s and appeared 
at many wing events and parades.  The Missouri Mule has 
long been identified with the 110th and 131st as the mas-
cot of the unit and appears on patches and aircraft. 

A McDonnell Douglas F-4-E of the 131st Tactical Fighter Wing flies high in 1989. It is painted in celebration of the 30th 
anniversary of the F-4 Phantom.  

Members of the 110th Reconnaissance Squadron flew 
the Douglas A-20 “Havoc” during the early part of World 
War II.

The 110th Reconnaissance Squadron’s mobile 
message center at an undisclosed forward lo-
cation, circa 1940.

North American P-51 Mustang of 
the 110th Fighter Squadron, Mis-
souri Air National Guard, at an 
unknown location, circa 1947.

Aircraft maintainers of the 110th Ob-
servation Squadron service a North 
American O-47A observation air-
craft in Hanger 1 at Robertson Field, 
St. Louis, Mo., circa 1939.

Betty Robertson-
Uhl, one of the na-
tion’s earliest pi-
lots, takes part in 
the ribbon cutting 
ceremony at the 
dedication of the 
Missouri Air Nation-
al Guard’s new Rob-
ertson Building 131 
at Lambert Air Na-
tional Guard Base, 
Aug. 22, 1922.  She 
is the sister of the 
Robertson broth-
ers, who founded 
the 110th Observa-
tion Squadron on 
June 23, 1923. 

All photos/
131st Bomb Wing file photos
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Around the Air Force

U.S. Air Force photo/Master Sgt. Ben Bloker 
Airman 1st Class Everardo Torres scans an airfield for potential threats in Jalalabad, Afghanistan, while a C-130 Hercules from the 774th Expeditionary Airlift Squadron 
transfers equipment and personnel, June 11, 2013. Fly-Away Security Team members are required to fly on specific missions when a location requires an extra mea-
sure of security to ensure the aircraft and crew are protected from hostile fire or on-board security breaches. Torres is a 455th Expeditionary Security Forces Squadron 
FAST team member.

June’s Top III MVP 
award winner 

U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Keenan Berry 

Members of Whiteman’s Top 3 present Airman 1st Class 
Kaytlyn Bulen, 509th Operations Support Squadron avia-
tion resource manager, with the Top 3 MVP Award, June 
25, 2013, at Whiteman Air Force Base, Mo. Bulen manages 
flight records for all Whiteman aviators and provides assis-
tance for exercises such as the recent Consolidated Unit 
Inspection. 



by Airman First Class Joseph Raatz
Air Force Global Strike Command
Public Affairs

BARKSDALE AIR FORCE BASE,
La. -- Unhindered innovation is the name of
the game when it comes to Air Force Global
Strike Command’s “Strike Now!” program.

Strike Now offers AFGSC Airmen at all
levels a conduit to submit suggestions for
improvement to senior command leadership
directly, without being encumbered by the
traditional process of passing the idea up
each step in their chain of command. The
program was created to allow Air Force
Global Strike Airmen “to be able tell us
directly where improvements can be made
without needless roadblocks and bureaucra-
cy,” said Lt. Gen. James Kowalski, AFGSC
commander.

“Each and every submission is person-
ally discussed by the commander and di-
rectors at Strike Now senior leader review
boards,” said Pete Ellis, director of AFGSC
Smart Operations Division.

Of the more than 380 Strike Now sub-
missions received to date, approximately
70 have been approved or approved-in-part,
and more than a dozen have been sent to
Headquarters Air Force for approval.

One idea which was approved and has
since been field-tested was submitted by a
B-52 aircrew member at Barksdale.

“This individual was frustrated by the
fact that many squadrons had different stan-
dards and formats when it came to aircrew
training folders,” Ellis said.

Previously, when a member transferred
to a new unit, the gaining unit would have
to review and rearrange the member’s train-
ing folders to ensure adherence to that par-
ticular unit’s standards. The member who
made the suggestion felt this process was
confusing and needlessly wasted a great
deal of time and effort.

In response to this, the member sub-
mitted an idea to Strike Now that featured
the adoption of a standardized electronic
training folder that would transfer quickly
and easily between units, saving time and
hassle.

Other suggestions submitted to the
Strike Now program have included com-
bining certain inspections to eliminate
wasteful redundancy, creating an equivalent
of the First Term Airmen’s Center for first
term officers and authorizing flexible work
schedules for civilian employees.

One Airman proposed the Air Force
could save money and resources by encour-
aging inspector general teams to carpool,
thereby reducing the number of vehicles
used.

“That worked out great,” Ellis said.
Airmen who submit approved proposals

can receive command recognition and may
be encouraged to make a submission to the
Air Force’s wider Innovative Development
through Employee Awareness initiative,
known as the IDEA program, which offers
both monetary and non-monetary awards
for innovative ideas.

“With the really good ideas, where we
see that potential, we encourage them to
double-back and see how high they can take
it,” said Air Force Master Sgt. Jesse Boyd,
Strike Now project coordinator.

For Ellis, the really good ideas share a
common theme.

“The ideas that are spring-loaded for
success are those which have really been
thought out,” Ellis said. “The people sub-
mitting them don’t just bring up a problem,
they envision a solution. They say ‘Here’s
the issue I see, and here’s how I would fix
it.’ Those are the people who are successful
in the program.”

Any AFGSC Airman wishing to submit
an idea may do so through the Strike Now
Website, https://www.afgscstrikenow.com,
which has been made accessible not only
by computer but also by mobile platforms
such as tablets or smartphones running Ap-
ple iOS or Android operating systems. This
allows for Airmen to submit suggestions at
any time, and wherever they may be, im-
proving the program’s impact by making it
easier for Airmen working out in the field to
contribute.

Strike Now has been successful largely
due to the fact that the review process is
run from a “how can we make this work?”
standpoint rather than utilizing a “no, be-
cause…” method, Ellis said.

“If someone has a better way of doing
things and that idea has merit, the pro-
gram’s responsibility is to clear the barriers
that stand in the way,” Ellis said. “That’s
why Strike Now was created – to help the
good ideas rise to the top.”
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Strike Now program allows 
for innovation at all levels

Quick Response codes enable
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content outside the publication.
Most QR code readers are

available for free in the Android
Market and App Store.

The Official
Whiteman Website

The Official
Whiteman AFB
Facebook Page

(660) 747-2500  | WMMC.com

Say hello  
to our  
board-certified 
diagnostic  
imaging 
specialist.

No, seriously, say hello. 
Western Missouri Medical Center is one of just 
a few hospitals in the region to offer the most 
advanced digital imaging technology. And our 

Waddell, MD, ensures fast results – so you can stay 
right here for the care you need. 
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U.S. Air Force photo/Airman 1st Class Keenan Berry
Brigadier Gen. Thomas Bussiere, 509th Bomb Wing commander, tees off at the
2013 Bomb Wing Commander’s Community Appreciation Golf Tournament at
Royal Oaks Golf Course, Whiteman Air Force Base, Mo. The tournament was
planned as a way to show Whiteman’s appreciation for all those in the sur-
rounding community who support the base and the Airmen and civilians who 
call it home.

Teeing off!

Continued from Page 2Acting SecAF
it occurred, though he was fortunate enough
to be present when the president signed the
historic document.

Among the celebrations and congratula-
tions, he said, many supporters asked what it
was like to be in the Pentagon after the repeal.

“I answered honestly, and I think disap-
pointingly, that ... we went back to the build-
ing, and in my view, the building had already
moved on past the decision and we talked
about what we talk about every single day:
the budget,” he said.

Fanning also said he’s received a bit of
attention since he was nominated to be un-
dersecretary of the Air Force -- not all of it
welcome, some quite negative, and some that

he described as “rather imaginative.”
“Many have speculated as to my agenda,

what color I’ll paint the planes, what designs
I have on the uniforms,” he said. But like
almost everyone else, he added, he remains
focused on simply doing his job, and chiding
comments are dwarfed by the outpouring of
support he’s received in and out of the Pen-
tagon.

“It reminds me that, as important as events
like this are for our community, they’re also
important opportunities for our allies to iden-
tify themselves and to let us know they’re
right alongside us,” Fanning said. “Events
like this give voice not just to us, but to those
who support us.”

View the Whiteman Warrior online
by logging on to www.whiteman.af.mil

AUTOMOTIVE
Williams-Woody
Nissan, Inc.

3600 S. Hwy. 65, 827-1403
AUTO RENTAL

American Auto Rental
2101 S. 65 Hwy • Sedalia

800-827-5205 • 660-827-5200
BARBER SHOPS

Dick’s Barber Shop
117 South Ohio Downtown

It Pays To Look Well
FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS

Simmons
First National Bank

818 Thompson Blvd. • 660-826-1213
Member FDIC

CALL
1-800-892-7856

TO
PLACE
YOUR AD

It doesn’t cost
to advertise.

It pays!

YOU GET
RESULTS!

HARDWARE & BUILDING SUPPLIES

Westlakes Ace
Hardware

1010 Thompson Blvd., 827-3630
MOTORCYCLES

Yeager’s Cycle Sales
& Service

3001 S. 65 Hwy., 826-2925
Rick Yeager, Owner
RESTAURANTS

Goody’s Steakburgers
92% Lean Beef

901 S. Limit • Sedalia • 660-826-2828
SPORTING GOODS

Pummill’s
Sporting Goods, Inc.

116 S. Ohio, 826-0150

Welcome To
SEDALIA

... A modern,
“Up-To-Date”
Community

Steeped in Historic
Tradition ... With
Everything To Suit

Your Needs

Exceptional Care, close to home.

Our experienced physicians and midwives deliver little miracles 
every day. Equipped with top-notch technology and decorated 
to give you the comforts of home, our Women’s Health Unit will 
help make your birth experience exceptional.

Like Us

© 2013 Bothwell Regional Health Center

3700 West 10th Street | Sedalia
660-827-0015 | www.brhc.org

Make your pregnancy and delivery exceptional.  
Choose Bothwell.
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$8.00+tax

CALL US @ 660-362-0770 FOR ALL YOUR PARTY NEEDS!

FREE
CRAZY BREAD

WITH A PURCHASE 
OF A DEEP DEEP 

DISH PIZZA
EXPIRES 07-31-2013

Little Caesars Pizza
101 N. Maguire, Suite D

Warrensburg, MO

2933 W. Broadway
Sedalia, MO
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REAL ESTATE SALES

O�ce: 747-7043
David Roberts: 238-3936

Bobby Hall: 864-4492
Craig Conant: 238-6042
Tony Conant: 909-2939

Holly Dow: 238-5634
Barb Myers: 624-3026
Pat Brasel: 909-5922

Vance DeLozier: 909-7043

Visit our website for all area listings www.KeyRealtyWarrensburg.com

REAL ESTATE SALES

201 E. Jackson - Nice 2 bedroom, full bath, completely re-
modeled. New furnace, air, decks, and appliances. $65K owner 
financing available. Will pay closing costs for bank loan. Serious 
inquiries only. 660-827-4110 or 660-619-4019.

REAL ESTATE SALES

80005911

REAL ESTATE SALES

REAL ESTATE SALES

Truly a Great Find! Large 5 Bedroom, 3.5 Bath home in 
Brookside Subdivision. Feels like Country Living. Full 
amenities, cozy fireplace. This is a must see. MLS# 42924 
$218,500 - Action Realty, 

Contact Marie Acosta

80
00
55
57

REAL ESTATE SALES

NICE 3 BEDROOM (POSSIBLE 4), Ranch home with lots of
updates just outside city limits. The 24x30 detached garage has
a separate meter/breaker. MLS#43122 $124,900 Kim Miller Cell
660-221-5999 Office 660-563-6505 Reece & Nichols, Warrensburg/
Whiteman Realty, LLC - www.AnotherHomeSoldToday.com

REAL ESTATE SALES

OpenLayout in Warrensburg. This 3 Bedroom, 
2 Bath home has a pleasant atmosphere perfect 
for entertaining, Generous, Walk-in pantry and 
open kitchen, lots of Amenities. MLS# 42953, 
$138,000  Action Realty, Contact Marie Acosta 
(660)909-1903, www.actionrealtyco.com

80005564

Houses For Sale

80002234

REAL ESTATE SALES

8
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0
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2
7
1

LAKE OF THE OZARKS ,
Family Fun, lots reduced to
$3,595. each, $75 down, $59
per month. Owner financing,
no credit checks, beautiful
trees, great fishing, swimming,
boating, free lake access and
boat ramps. Prices good thru
July 8th. Hwy 135-12 to the Ivy
Bend Office. Closed Tuesdays
(573) 372-6493.

Houses For Sale

REAL ESTATE RENTALS

HOUSE FOR RENT, Clinton,
MO $1,000/month, 3 bedroom,
2 full baths, 2 half baths, beau-
tiful, updated colonial home on
a large corner lot. Large bed-
rooms, gorgeous master suite
with walk-in closet, sun room,
screened-in porch, 2 large
driveways, hardwood floors
throughout, and all brick exteri-
or. Contact Tracie Wilson at
660-723-3225. Showings are
by appointment only.

Apartments /Townhouses

DEERBROOK APARTMENTS
710 A. Deerbrook Circle

Knob Noster Mo
1 & 2 BR Apartments
3 BR 2 bath Duplexes

2 miles from the Air Force Base
Pool, On-site Laundry and

Storage Available
management@

deerbrookapartments.com
Call 660-563-3518

Rentals

4 BR, 3 BATH, screened in
porch, 2 car garage, washer &
dryer, located in Warrensburg.
$1400 month. Please contact
Robin 660-747-6969

AUTOMOTIVE

AUTOMOTIVE

Jerry Baker
Auto Sales

600 Industrial Dr.
 Sedalia, MO
660-826-5451

07 Avalanche LT
4wd..........................18,995

04 Ford Supercab
FX4...........................12,995

03 Chevy XCab 4wd....10,995
06 Dodge 2wd 72K......10,495
04 GMC XCab 2wd..........7995
00 Chevy XCab Sharp!...6995
06 GMC Shortbed...........8995
99 GMC XCab 4wd.........6995
05 Durango 4wd.............8995
02 Jeep Liberty 4wd.......6495
03 Gr.Cherokee..............5995
74 VW Super Beetle.......6495
07 Cobalt SS 76K........11,495
12 Malibu LT................15,495
03 Lincoln TownCar

61K..............................9995
09 Pontiac G6 64K.......11,995
08 Buick LaCrosse.........9995
08 Chevy HHR 84K.........8995
04 Impala.........................5995
08 Gr.Prix........................9995
03 PT Cruiser 53K..........6995
00 Buick Regal...............3995

www.jerrybakerauto.com

Miscellaneous

SERVICES
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