
Senior Airman Cody H. Ramirez
509th Bomb Wing Public Affairs

The 509th Bomb Wing and its B-2 Spirits led 
the way Oct. 7, 2001, striking the Taliban regime 
in Afghanistan and signaling the start of Opera-
tion Enduring Freedom. Oct. 7, 2011 marked the 
10th anniversary of the U.S. opening this new 
front on the war against terrorism.

More than a decade later, many of the pilots 
who were involved in the strike force remain 
stewards of the nuclear enterprise here in support 
of global deterrence.

Col. Andrew Gebara, now the 509th Bomb 
Wing vice-commander, was one of those pilots. 

“After Kosovo, some in the program felt the 
strategic situation was such that we wouldn’t have 
to worry about active combat for awhile,” Gebara 
said. “Those who held these illusions had them 
shattered on 9/11, when jihadists brutally attacked 
us in New York, Pennsylvania and Washington 
DC.” 

Gebara said that afternoon his commander 
called all the pilots together to explain what had 
happened, and inform the pilots that some of them 
would deploy immediately.

“I was one of those pilots,” Gebara added.
Almost a month after the attack on 9/11, the 

U.S., responded with a military build-up labeled 
Operation Enduring Freedom aimed at destroy-
ing terrorist training camps and facilities within 
Afghanistan. The 509th BW launched six B-2 
Spirits over the pacific to drop bombs on target 
in Afghanistan; one of them conducting a 44-hour 
flight - the longest bombing mission in aviation 
history to date.

“Within a matter of days a small cadre of 
Whiteman operators and maintainers were sent 
to a forward location on an island base in the In-
dian Ocean, where we launched America’s initial 
B-52 retaliatory attacks against the Taliban, and 
served as a refueling base for B-2s returning from 
their missions,” he said. “We quickly turned the 
jets and got them back to Whiteman; by the time 
we shut the engines down, the jets had been in 
continuous operation for more than 77 hours, an 
amazing testament to the men and women who 
designed, built, and maintained these aircraft.

“While I was disappointed to be chosen to fly 
a jet home instead of to Afghanistan, I was—and 
remain—immensely proud of our efforts in 2001; 
we once again proved the value of long range 
strike and the Airmen who make it happen,” Ge-
bara added.

After the strikes, the 509th Bomb Wing com-

Vol. 2 No. 42
Oct. 21, 2011

 

Weather
Today
Sunny
Hi 65
Lo 43

Saturday
Partly Cloudy

Hi 72
Lo 47

Sunday
Partly Cloudy
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Lo 49

Monday
Sunny
Hi 76
Lo 55
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On the Inside

SOAR provides
spousal support to 
WAFB newcomers

3

Anyone who has ever 
moved to a new city knows 
that adjusting to an unfamiliar 
area can often be a challenge 
for military spouses.  

Ozark Inn feeds the 
Whtieman force:
The starting line

of mission success

5

The 509th Force Support 
Squadron Ozark Inn Dining 
Facility provides important in-
stallation support, not only to 
military personnel and Airmen 
in the dorms, but also Depart-
ment of Defense civilians, on 
TDY orders or in the event 
that other base facilities are 
inadequate. 

From the Frontlines:
Capt. Andrew Kousgaard

10

It was night time in Bagram 
Airfield, Afghanistan, when 
a number of insurgents fled 
from coalition forces during a 
fire fight to evade capture.  

Eyes on Target

Preventing suicide 
through education, 

training

See Anniversary, page 10

11
EOD opens up

EOD Airmen demonstrate 
a day in the life of an EOD 
technician and showed their 
standards operating proce-
dures, tactics and techniques 
to the new 509th Civil Engi-
neer Squadron commander, 
Lt. Col. Randy Boswell.

See Suicide, page 7

51st Medical Operations Squadron

OSAN AIR BASE, Republic of Ko-
rea -- The loss of any life is a tragedy, whether 
in combat or not, and there has been a recent 
increase in military suicides.

In response, the Department of Defense is 
working to combat the tragedy of suicide in 
military communities around the world.

The plan is to educate through the devel-
opment of educational problems, encourag-
ing self-help, working to develop healthy 
communities and training front-line leaders 
on strategies to enhance unit cohesion and 
support military members, there is a deter-
mined effort to preserve the lives of all service 
members.

On a personal level, everyone should learn 
how to recognize when a fellow warrior may 
be at risk for suicidal thoughts or behaviors 
and what to do when a problem is identified.

Warning Signs of Suicide
All military members have been trained 

to identify sources of physical danger but you 
should also be able to identify psychological 
danger by asking yourself some questions 
about your buddy’s behavioral health.

10 year anniversary of 
strikes against Afghanistan

U.S. Air Force photo/Senior Airman Laura Goodgame
FORT LEOnARD WOOD, MO. -- Senior Airman Jacob Blumbrich and Staff Sgt. Jarrod Phelan, Tactical Air Control Party Airmen, 
directly communicate with aircraft after getting a visual of a simulated threat at Cannon Range, Detachment 1 of the 131st Bomb 
Wing, Oct. 13 during a 30-day career upgrade training field exercise. The Airmen are in the final days of their training and must prove 
they are capable of coordinating close air requests, and controls close-air-support giving pilots in the air a better visual of the target 
which provides life saving mission support.  See Pages 8 & 9 for more photos and story.
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Team Whiteman,

The Air Force has been engaged in continuous combat op-
erations for more than two decades, starting with Operation 
Desert Shield. For the past 10 years our Airmen have been 
deployed at a furious pace in support of operations in Iraq and 
Afghanistan.

These deployments are an essential part of our national de-
fense. Without them our nation 
would not be able to continue 
operations halfway around the 
world. Every one of you, wheth-
er you have deployed or taken 
up the slack back home for 
someone who deployed, should 
be proud of your contribution to 
today’s fight.

Deployments add stress to 
an otherwise stressful job. All of 
us work long hours, move fre-

quently, and deal with situations that most people in America 
never have to consider. These stresses are cumulative, and 
over time even the strongest Airman can find themselves 
needing help.

When that time comes – when we need help – it is vital that 
our brothers and sisters in arms are there for us. The Wingman 
concept – Airmen watching out for Airmen – is the best tool 
we have to take care of our people when they need help.

One of the saddest moments in any commander’s career is 
when one of their Airmen takes their own life. It is a senseless 
waste of potential, and causes lasting, devastating damage to 
families.

We cannot stop every suicide. There aren’t always warn-
ing signs, and we cannot predict the future. What we can do, 
and what I expect every Airman in my command to do, is pay 
attention to their Wingmen, listen for when they ask for help, 
and always, always do the right thing. 

We all have stressful jobs, and sometimes we need help 
dealing with life’s twists and turns. By the same token, we all 
must be ready to help our friends and coworkers whenever 
called upon.

 Defensor Vindex.

-Brig. Gen. Scott Vander Hamm, Commander

Commander's Corner

Lt. Col. Alan B. Sanders 
393d Bomb Squadron Commander

Long hours and demands on our posi-
tions can cause us to lose sight of the im-
portant role  we play in our nation’s national 
security objectives. We know the mission 
and responsibilities of our units.  But, do you 
truly realize the dramatic effects that your 
day-to-day duties provide for the national 
security of our country? Do you think about 
the important role you could be playing in 
our country’s history? 

Each of us directly supports our country’s 
national security regardless of our positions. 
Together we play a vital role in our ability to 
carry out our mission at a moment’s notice. 
Knowing and believing this has had a dra-
matic effect on me, and the position I hold as 
393rd Bomb Squadron commander.

Last month I had the privilege of attend-
ing the 509th Composite Group reunion at 
Rapid City, S.D. Although there were only 
six surviving members present, several fam-
ily members and friends attended on behalf 
of their departed friends and loved ones that 
had once worn the 509th Composite Group 
patch. The 509th Composite Group consist-
ed of eight units and 1,770 men.  On Aug. 6, 
1945, the actions of these men directly led to 
the end of World War II with the dropping of 
the atomic bomb, “Little Boy," on the city of 
Hiroshima and the detonation of “Fat Man” 
a few days later over Nagasaki. 

As the stories were told among the at-
tendees, I realized the value of team work 
and the importance that each individual 
contributes with their service in the armed 
forces. 

Each of us swore we would support and 
defend the Constitution of the United States 
against all enemies, foreign and domes-
tic. This was evident and portrayed by the 
diligence of those six surviving members in 
their legendary stories.

The word that comes to mind when I 
reflect on the essential role each member 
of the 509th Composite Group provided is 
synergy. Synergy is defined as two or more 
things functioning together to produce a re-
sult not independently obtained. 

Conducting the heroic missions of drop-
ping the atomic bombs on Japan took syn-
ergy. No position was medial in task or 
importance; from George H. Cohen, Flight 
Engineer of Crew B-8, to James M. Dugger 
of the 1st Ordnance Squadron to the intel-
ligence office clerk of the 393d BS each 
member of the 509th Composite Group rec-
ognized the critical contribution that each 
member made to those two missions.  

A failure of any single position would 
have had a devastating effect on the overall 
outcome.

Dropping the atomic bomb showed the 
world that the U.S. not only acquired nu-
clear capabilities, but possessed the will to 
use those weapons.  We sustain this message 

today not by the dropping of nuclear bombs 
but by maintaining the ability to do so.  

The 509th partnered with the 131st 
Bomb Wing retains this nuclear compe-
tence through continuous training and ex-
ercising.  The gist of our nuclear capability 
is manifested in generations such as Global 
Thunder and Constant Vigilance.  Howev-
er, we train to this mission each and every 
day through such actions as the manage-
ment and execution of PRP, the mainte-
nance of our nation’s nuclear weapons and 
the generation and flying of the B-2 Spirit 
weapons system.  It takes each and every 
individual of every organization within the 
509th and 131st Bomb Wing to create our 
nuclear team.  

Without each Airmen and civilian main-
taining their respective proficiencies, we 
would fail as a team.  

We can Google and read history books 
all day about the importance the Air Force 
played over the past 60 years, talking to the 
actual members of the 509th Composite 
Group that participated in such a significant 
event engrained in my memory is the magni-
tude that each of us play in our organization.  

Our ability to deter our enemies with our 
nuclear capabilities may not be reflected in 
history books and in the same capacity as 
those events in August 1945.  However, our 
ability to maintain the capability to do so 
will ready us for the history books should 
deterrence fail.

Team work, past and present

By Chief Master Sgt.
Robert Carter
62nd Aerial Port Squadron 

JOINT BASE LEWIS-MC-
CHORD, Wash. (AFNS) -- “Buy 
in.” Is it a buzz word for the not 
quite committed? 

Today’s continuously changing 
military environment requires peo-
ple who can adapt to change, think 
on their feet, make decisions and 
think through problems and issues, 
all for mission accomplishment. So 
what does this have to do with buy 
in? If you as a military member, do 
not have a buy in at different lev-
els, you will fail to maximize your 
success. These levels are with your 
people, your job and the Air Force. 

As a chief master sergeant, I 
didn’t adopt the idea until I was a 
young NCO, but it progressively 
grew from there. My first real ex-
perience was when a close friend 
overheard a conversation between 
two Airmen in the dormitories talk-
ing about potentially creating some 
turmoil. She told them, “Not in my 
Air Force!” I thought to myself 
wow, that’s real ownership. She’s a 
stakeholder in this great Air Force 
(and that’s how I want to be).

First, as a young NCO, you are a 
trainer of younger Airmen, and the 
knowledge, skills and attitudes that 
you display to those you train must 
be honest, accurate and provide 
growth. As one grows in rank, that 
same honest, accurate mentoring is 

shared with peers, senior enlisted 
leaders and junior and senior offi-
cers alike. 

Second, to take care of your 
people on all levels must always 
be first in your mind When they 
are late, find out where they are. 
When they are sick, ensure they 
receive medical care. When they 
do things well, be sure they are ac-
knowledged. The phrase, “We are 
entrusted with the care of our coun-
tries sons and daughters” doesn’t 
just relate to senior leaders or com-
manders. We all must care for those 
under our control and at times even 
those who are not. 

Lastly, our core values really 
drive home the keystone of how 
we act, react and operate in our 
military microcosm. Do you re-
ally think integrity is just a buzz 
word? Try operating in a combat 
environment without it. You fail. In 
a flightline or operational environ-
ment without it, you fail. In a cus-
tomer service environment without 
it, you fail. 

Would settling for mediocrity on 
the battlefield allow for success? 
The Army expects and receives ex-
cellence each and every time when 
they call upon the Air Force in joint 
operations. Your buy in at all levels 
-- your people, your job and in your 
Air Force -- allows us to be the 
most feared and respected air and 
space force in the world! 

Own your piece of the mission. 
Are you bought in?

‘Buy in’: Do you have it?
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Fall Festival in Warrensburg 
The Wildlife Society is hosting a fall 

festival in Warrensburg Oct. 29 from 
7:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. at the University of 
Central Missouri campus. There will be 
arts and crafts, bird banding, survival 
skills and geocaching, exotic reptiles, 
lakeside nature center activities, ani-
mal tracks, relay races, bugs alive, frog 
calls, what lives in a pond, bug eating, 
tug of war, pumpkin carving and paint-
ing, and sustainability tidbits for adults. 
For information call Lacey Ridnour at 
913-548-9623. The event is free and 
open to the public. 

War and Recovery: Information 
and Advocacy Day

The third annual War and Recovery: 
Information and Advocacy Day is 
Nov. 4 from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at 
the National World War I Museum 
at Liberty Memorial, 100 W. 26 St. 
Kansas City, Mo. 64108.  The War and 
Recovery event is designed to educate 
those veterans and servicemembers 
who experience such issues as PTSD, 
mild traumatic brain injury, substance 
abuse and pain management upon re-
turning from conflict. In addition to 
expert speakers on the topics, service 
providers will be on hand to answer 
questions and provide information on 
resources. The event is free to service-
members, veterans and their families. 
Register online at www.rehabkc.org or 
call 816-751-7783 by Oct. 29. 

Veterans’ Day Parade
The annual Veterans’ Day parade is 

at 3 p.m. Nov. 11 and is scheduled to 
start at Seventh Street to Main Street, 
going north to Ohio Street in Sedalia, 
Mo. Churches, schools, youth and adult 
organizations, family groups and busi-
nesses are invited to participate in the 
parade as well as veterans groups and 
first responders. All entries are to have 
a patriotic theme. Political entries will 
be accepted as long as they do not en-
dorse any candidate or issue. There 
will be prize money for the best float, 
best car, best marching band, best fam-
ily unit and best school unit and “best” 
overall unit. All entries must be submit-
ted by Oct. 31.  Entries are not confined 
to Pettis County.  The parade is spon-
sored by the JrROTC and the veteran’s 
organization, Voiture 333 of the 40 & 
8. Rain or shine. For more information 
call Tony Gallagher at 660-287-3812 or 
email irishsgt@charter.net.

2011 Halloween, Oct. 31

Whiteman AFB trick-or-treaters 
can participate in Whiteman’s 2011 
Halloween celebration Oct. 31 from 6 
to 8 p.m. Families are asked to practice 
safety measures. Call 660-687-4482 for 
more information.

NEWS BRIEFS

By Heidi Hunt
509th Bomb Wing Public Affairs 

Anyone who has ever moved to a new city knows that adjusting to 
an unfamiliar area can often be a challenge for military spouses.  In an 
effort to ease the transition for dependants, the staff members at the Air-
man & Family Readiness Center implemented Spouse Orientation Ac-
clamation & Resources, a new program at this Air Force Global Strike 
Command base. 

The purpose of SOAR is to provide spouses who are new to White-
man AFB with valuable information on resources and opportunities 
available to them. It also assists with acclamation to the military life-
style here, according to Shannon Scott, 509th Force Support Squadron 
A&FRC specialist and SOAR program coordinator.  

“Spouses' number one complaint has been information dissemina-
tion," said Scott. "Most don’t know about the resources and opportuni-
ties available to them being a military spouse.  So after brainstorming 
with the office and meeting with lodging we decided SOAR would be 
a perfect avenue to reach out to new spouses when they first arrive to 
the base.”

SOAR is designed to be a one-stop-shop for everything spouses 
need to know to ‘hit the ground running’ and call Whiteman home, ac-
cording to Scott.  SOAR provides spouses with information on: spouse 
employment, education options, childcare options, Heart Link, 509th 
FSS programs, local area information, playgroups, networking, general 
base information and volunteering, to name a few.   

“I believe any spouse who attends SOAR can benefit from the infor-
mation,” Scott said.  

“My hope is that with the knowledge about the resources available 
spouses will feel confident and empowered to pursue their goals and get 

involved in the Whiteman AFB community and have an overall sense 
of belonging and satisfaction while being stationed here.

“Our overall goal is to give them the tools to succeed,” Scott added. 
SOAR is also a good way to meet other spouses who are in the same 

boat, according to Scott.  
“Each week I get the privilege of meeting new spouses and hope-

fully making an impact on their first impression of Whiteman AFB,” 
Scott said. “Spouses are likely to feel satisfied with the military lifestyle 
if they are informed and involved.”  

Stacy Olson, SOAR participant, said many of her questions were 
answered and that she is grateful that Whiteman AFB has a program 
that offers pertinent information to newcomers. 

“Shannon had so much information available at her fingertips 
and was able to provide my family and me with a lot of valuable in-
formation,” Olson said. “This is our fourth assignment and it was so 
refreshing to meet with someone so knowledgeable about the base 
and the areas surrounding it.  It is really hard moving to a new area 
not knowing what that area has to offer,” she said. 

“It also makes it so much easier when you have the information 
you need to accomplish your goals. It really doesn’t matter whether 
you are brand new to the service or “seasoned”, you will come away 
from this meeting more informed.” 

Although under different names, similar types of programs have 
been offered at other bases, but this is the first time it has been done at 
Whiteman AFB.  

SOAR is open to Team Whiteman members, but the target audience 
are spouses new to the base. SOAR is held every Monday from 10 to 
11 a.m., (excluding holidays and base down days at the Whiteman Inn. 
For more information contact Shannon Scott at 660-687-7665 or search 
WhitemanAFRC on Facebook. Children are welcome. 

SOAR provides spousal support to 
WAFB newcomers 

Civic leaders receive warm welcome from Team Whiteman 

U.S. Air Force photo/Senior Airman Laura Goodgame 
Honorary commanders and civic leaders from across the nation received a first-hand glimpse into the total force concept 
while on tour Wednesday and Thursday here. Civic leaders were met by base senior leaders and visited numerous facili-
ties, aircraft and Airmen to learn more about how Team Whiteman active-duty, Reserve, Guard and civilians work together 
to accomplish missions.
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By Airman 1st Class Nathan Tucker
509th Bomb Wing Public Affairs

The 509th Force Support Squadron Ozark Inn Dining Facility 
provides important installation support, not only to military person-
nel and Airmen in the dorms, but also Department of Defense civil-
ians, on TDY orders or in the event that other base facilities are 
inadequate. 

Ozark Inn staff members have the special mission of provid-
ing healthy and nutritious meals that help solve the problem when 
members of Team Whiteman get hungry. 

The Dining Facility employs more than 20 civilian workers and 

has 44 Airmen assigned to support the mission of feeding hungry 
servicemembers. They offer four meals a day and spend two hours 
preparing food before each meal, to ensure that the nearly 1,000 
daily customers have the freshest ingredients in their food. 

Tech. Sgt. Roberto Cerda, 509th FSS Ozark Inn manager, said 
the dining facility is a great dining choice, even for personnel that 
do not use meal cards. 

“We like to offer a variety to our customer,” he added. “A salad 
bar, snack line and nutritious line give customers a selection of food 
to choose from."

Cerda also said that great customer service and quality-food se-
lection are top priorities for the Ozark Inn staff. 

Ozark Inn feeds the Whiteman force:
The starting line of mission success

Airman 1st Class Katie Wright, 509th Force Support Squadron food services, prepares food for upcoming 
lunch rush Sept. 26 at the Ozark Inn. 

An Ozark Inn employee sanitizes veg-
etables for a salad before the lunch rush 
arrives Sept. 16. 

Airmen converse while waiting to be served lunch Sept. 26 at the Ozark Inn. The facility provides four meals a day to nearly 1,000 daily customers ensuring the food is made 
with the freshest ingredients.

An Ozark Inn employee washes down a grill here after scrub-
bing it with cleaning supplies. The dining facility staff follows 
strict health codes when preparing food to ensure customers 
are eating safe foods.

U.S. Air Force photos/Senior Airman Cody H. Ramirez
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SILVERADO 1500
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BINGO
American Legion Post 131

Bus. 50 E. – Warrensburg • Now accepting credit and debit cards • Doors Open at 5:00 pm
Games start at 6:40 pm • TUESDAY-Prizes from $70 up to $1100

Two Progressive Games • 660-747-5957
EQUIPMENT RENTAL

B-Quip Equipment Rental
Tools • Equipment • Rental • Sales

2 minutes West of Warrensburg on Hwy. 50 • Warrensburg, MO 64093
1-660-422-RENT

INVESTMENT SERVICES
Edward Jones - Making Sense of Investing

SEE US FOR ALL OF YOUR 401(K) ROLLOVER OPTIONS
Rich Lawson Financial Advisor

109 East Pine • Warrensburg, MO 64093 • 660-747-6128 • Member SIPC www.edwardjones.com

HARDWARE & BUILDING SUPPLIES
Economy Lumber & Hardware

Junction Highways 50 & 13 • 660-747-7158 • Free Delivery to WAFB
Complete Line of Building Materials

MUSIC
Central Band & Piano

110 E. Market - Downtown Warrensburg
Military Discount Toll Free 888-451-2263 (BAND) www.central-band.com

CALL 1-800-892-7856 TO
PLACE YOUR AD

It doesn’t cost to advertise. It pays!

YOU GET RESULTS!

OFFICE MACHINES
Warrensburg Business Machines

315 N. Holden • 747-6173 • 1-800-530-5812 • Office Machines
Sales • Service • Leasing • Supplies

PRESCHOOL & DAYCARE

Mini Adventures Preschool & Day Care
Open from: 0545 to 1800 • 360 SW 13 Hwy • 747-1265 • Age Groups: Infants to 12 years old

Before/Afterschool Program • Preschool Program • DFS Accepted

PRINTING & OFFICE SUPPLIES
Midland Printing
108 Hout St., 747-8136

Copies made while you wait!

STORAGE UNITS
Store Yer Stuff, LLC

(formerly C & D Storage) • Space available for Household Items, Cars-Boats-RVs
Wide range of sizes available • Clean ~ Dry & Convenient

Located just off DD Highway Approx. 3 mi. W. of WAFB • 660-747-5856 Cell #660-909-3102
VETERINARIAN

Welcome to Warrensburg...
A community of small
town values, rich in
culture and charm.

Lifetime Animal Center
“Caring for all God’s Creatures” Charles L. Barry, DVM • Sharon Keairnes, DVM

Dogs, Cats, Horses, Livestock & Exotics Boarding & Grooming Available
Mon.-Fri. 7:30am-6pm • Sat. 8am-12pm • Emergency Service Available
Toll Free 877-922-7838 • 227 SE 13 Hwy. • www.lifetimeanimalcenter.petplace.com
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Here are some signs for concern:
qSignificant relationship, financial, or

work related problems
qCurrent or pending disciplinary or

legal action
qSubstance misuse
qSignificant prolonged stress
qSense of powerlessness, helplessness

or hopelessness
qBehavior that isolates them from

friends and family members
Suicidal thoughts are usually associ-

ated with problems that can be treated or
dealt with, so proactively identifying the
problem and seeking treatment is the best
way to ensure resilience. If your buddy is
showing any of the above signs for con-
cern, don’t hesitate -- have the strength to
take action.

Take Action if You See a Problem
It takes courage to deal with psycho-

logical issues in yourself or in a fellow
warrior. If the situation is urgent, use these
resources to get immediate assistance for
your buddy:

ASK your warrior about suicidal
thoughts

qHave the courage to ask if the war-
rior is having thoughts of suicide, but stay
calm.

qAsk the question directly: Are you
thinking of killing yourself?

qKnow the signs for concern listed
above.

CARE for your warrior
qStay calm and safe -- do not use

force.

qActively listening without passing
judgment can help produce relief for the
warrior.

qRemoving any lethal means, such as
weapons or pills.

qActively listen for details about
what, where and when your warrior may
be planning to kill himself or herself. (If
your warrior acknowledges his/her plans,
it generally suggests that he/she is accept-
ing your help.)

ESCORT your warrior to get help
qEscort your warrior immediately

to his/her chain of command, behavioral
health professional, or chaplain.

qCall 911 or 800-273-TALK to speak
with a trained professional right away.

Don’t keep your warrior’s suicidal
behavior a secret.

qNever leave your warrior alone --
stay until he/she receives appropriate help.

qAdopting an attitude that you are go-
ing to help your fried will save his or her
life.

No one is alone
Each military service offers suicide

prevention resources. The stakes in the
fight against military suicide are the same
as the stakes in combat: lives are on the
line. That’s why -- now more than ever
-- you must use your strength to step up
and take action if someone you know is
at risk.

For more information on suicide pre-
vention visit http://www.af.mil/suicidepre-
vention.asp.

Continued from Page 1Suicide
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Eyes on target

U.S. Air Force photo/Senior Airman Laura Goodgame 
FORT LEONARD WOOD, Mo. — Staff Sgt. Jarrod Phelan pulls himself onto a conex box 
to get a better view while identifying targets downrange to call in accurate coordinates 
to the aircraft at Cannon Range Oct. 13. 

U.S. Air Force photo/Senior Airman Nick Wilson
FORT LEONARD WOOD, Mo.  -- Senior Airman Jacob Blumrich takes notes be-
fore calling in an air strike on a simulated enemy target during a qualification 
course Oct. 13. 

FORT LEONARD WOOD, Mo. -- Staff Sgt. 
Jarrod Phelan and Senior Airman Jacob Blumbrich, 
14th Air Support Operations Squadron joint air 
traffic control Airmen from Pope Air Force Base, 
N.C., practice skills needed for calling in combat 

air strikes at Cannon Range, Mo., Detachment 1 
of the 131st Bomb Wing, Oct. 15 during a 30-day 
JTAC career upgrade training field exercise. 

The Airmen used radio and laser equipment to 
coordinate air strikes with A-10 Thunderbolt IIs 

during the training.
As JTAC Airmen, they will be responsible of di-

recting the action of the combat aircraft engaged in 
close-air-support and other offensive air operations 
providing life saving mission support.

FORT LEONARD WOOD, Mo. -- Joint terminal air traffic controllers use radios to call in an air strike on a simulated enemy target during a qualification course Oct. 13.
U.S. Air Force photo/Senior Airman Nick Wilson

U.S. Air Force photo/Airman 1st Class Montse Ramirez 
FORT LEONARD WOOD, Mo. -- Staff Sgt. Jarrod Phelan and Senior Airman Jacob Blumbrich direct 
the action of the combat aircraft engaged in close-air-support and other offensive air operations at 
the Cannon Range Oct. 13. 

U.S. Air Force photo/Senior Airman Nick Wilson

U.S. Air Force photo/Senior Airman Nick Wilson
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mander at the time, Brig. Gen. Anthony
Pryzbyslawski, spoke on the achievements
of the initial strikes and Operation Enduring 
Freedom.

“We have proven that the B-2 is the lead-
ing edge of any kind of effort that the United
States will take against any enemy,” Przyby-
slawski said. “To successfully pull that off
definitely has a historic aspect with a 44.3-
hour sortie, which was the longest combat
sortie ever. I don’t think we’ll ever beat it,
because it’s the furthest place in the world
that you can get to from the United States.

So, I think that record will stand for quite a
while. If anything, it will just get longer by
our bombers. That, it goes without saying,
was one of our most significant accomplish-
ments.”

Ten years later, the B-2 Spirit and the
509ers who operate it, continue to spear-
head global strike operations against terror-
ist in the Middle-east.

In March earlier this year, three B-2 Spir-
its dropped 45 bombs on Gaddafi forces in
Libya, knocking down the door at the start
of another military conflict.

By Airman 1st Class Montse Ramirez
509th Bomb Wing Public Affairs

It was night time in Bagram,Afghanistan,
when a number of insurgents fled from co-
alition forces during a fire fight to evade
capture.

Luckily for the coalition forces, Capt.
Andrew Kousgaard, 394th Combat Training
Squadron T-38 instructor pilot and B-2 ini-
tial qualification student, and his crew were
overhead flying an MC-12 to provide a birds-
eye-view to the ground troops. Kousgaard
was in Afghanistan from December 2010 to
June 2011. 

 “We were able to use almost every capa-
bility the aircraft has to keep track of all the
fleeing insurgents, provide over watch for
the coalition forces that were taking fire and
coordinate for additional support with the
joint operations center,” said the Air Force 
Global Strike Command member.

After the engagement was over,
Kousgaard said coalition forces were able
to capture the insurgents who fled and they
sustained no friendly casualties.

“That evening the joint terminal attack
controllers we had worked with contacted
us to thank us and let us know the positive
outcome of the mission,” Kousgaard said.
“They said there was no way they would
have found the insurgents had an MC-12 not 
been overhead.”

While performing his mission of pro-
viding intelligence, surveillance and

reconnaissance Kousgaard flew more than
600 hours and over-watched more than 
2,700 coalition Soldiers and Airmen, ac-
cording to Lt. Col. James Thompson, 4th
Expeditionary Reconnaissance Squadron 
commander.

“The people I worked with and the coali-
tion forces were great,” Kousgaard said. “It
was very rewarding to see what they do and
know we helped them perform their mission
more effectively.”

Kousgaard said his mission while de-
ployed was different than at Whiteman since 
he had to fly a completely different aircraft.

“I learned how to fly and employ the
MC-12 which is different in almost every 
way from a T-38,” Kousgaard said. “I had
never flown in combat before which was
very different.” 

Kousgaard also said he had never worked
directly with other military branches but
that he was glad to see how well everyone
worked together. He said they all did a great
job which was not surprising.

Kousgaard said even though he felt he
and his teammates were doing something
that mattered and is appreciated, he missed
his wife Danielle and the little things about
life in the states that he usually took for
granted.

He said he encourages friends and fami-
lies of deployed members to send care
packages because it really brightens up
their day and gives them something to look
forward to.

From the Frontlines:
Capt. Andrew Kousgaard

Continued from Page 1Anniversary

U.S. Air Force photo/Tech. Sgt. John Lasky
The 509th Bomb Wing at Whiteman Air Force Base, Mo., took center stage in the war
on terrorism when six B-2 Spirits participated in air strikes over Afghanistan during
the first three days of Operation Enduring Freedom. All six of the B-2 sorties were
longer than 40 hours, with the longest lasting more than 44 hours.
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EOD opens up

U. S. Air Force photo/Senior Airman Laura Goodgame
Airman 1st Class Robert Sutton assists Lt. Col. Randy Bowell in putting on the bomb 
suit Oct 7. Boswell donned the bomb suit while touring the explosive ordnance dis-
posal flight shop to get a better sense of what his Airmen work with everyday. Boswell
is the 509th Civil Engineer Squadron commander, and Airman Sutton is an EOD tech-
nician assigned to the 509th CES.

U. S. Air Force photo/Senior Airman Laura Goodgame
Lt. Col. Randy Boswell listens as the 509th Civil Engineer Squadron explosive ord-
nance disposal flight Airmen give him a range safety brief before blowing up C4 Oct
7. The Airmen demonstrate a day in the life of an EOD technician and showed their
standard operating procedures, tactics and techniques to their new squadron com-
mander. Boswell is the 509th Civil Engineer Squadron commander.

U. S. Air Force photo/Senior Airman Laura Goodgame
Lt. Col. Randy Boswell, 509th Civil Engineer Squadron commander, gets an up close
look at the F6 robots capabilities during an open house at the 509th CES explosive 
ordnance disposal flight's shop Oct. 7. The robot is capable of remotely picking up 
hazardous devices as well as rendering them safe-in-place. The Airmen showcased 
their standard operating procedures, tactics and techniques to the new commander 
as part of his welcome to Whiteman AFB. 

AUTOMOTIVE
Bryant Motor Co.

2901 S. Hwy. 65
Dodge, Chrysler, Jeep, Dodge Truck

1-800-886-2701 www.bryantmotors.com
AUTOMOTIVE

Williams-Woody
Nissan, Inc.

3600 S. Hwy. 65, 827-1403

AUTOMOTIVE
W-K Chevrolet, Buick,
Pointiac, Cadillac, GMC
3310 W. Broadway (Hwy. 50) Sedalia

660-826-8320 • Toll Free 1-800-382-5088
AUTO RENTAL

American Auto Rental
2101 S. 65 Hwy • Sedalia

800-827-5205 • 660-827-5200
BARBER SHOPS

Dick’s Barber Shop
117 South Ohio Downtown

It Pays To Look Well
FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS

Excel Bank
Full Service Bank

818 Thompson Blvd., 917 S. Limit
excelbankmo.com

It doesn’t cost to
advertise. It pays!

YOU GET RESULTS!

HARDWARE & BUILDING SUPPLIES

Westlakes Ace
Hardware

1010 Thompson Blvd., 827-3630

MOTORCYCLES
Yeager’s Cycle Sales

& Service
3001 S. 65 Hwy., 826-2925

Rick Yeager, Owner
PRINTING & OFFICE SUPPLIES

Midland
Printing

1021 S. Ohio, 827-3480
RESTAURANTS

Goody’s Steakburgers
92% Lean Beef

901 S. Limit • Sedalia • 660-826-2828
SPORTING GOODS

Pummill’s
Sporting Goods, Inc.

116 S. Ohio, 826-0150

Welcome To
SEDALIA

... A modern,
“Up-To-Date”
Community

Steeped in Historic
Tradition ... With
Everything To Suit

Your Needs

660-909-3102

5’X8’ UP TO 10’X50’,
PLUS SOME 12’ WIDE UNITS

Concrete Floors ~ Interior Lights

HUNTER’S HILLTOP
“Family Owned for Over 40 Years! Serving

Whiteman & the Knob Noster Area Since 1967.”

1 mile North
of the Knob Noster Gate

Lucien and Sheranda Hunter, Owners
7 NE J. Hwy. ~ Knob Noster

660-563-5471
Mon.-Fri. 7 am-6 pm • Sat. 8 am-12 pm

• State Inspections
• Diesel • A/C
• Kerosene
• Oil Changes
• Clutches

Auto & Truck
TIRES

Unbelievable Discounts!
**Best Value Tires**
Most Brands & Sizes!

• Engine Repair
• Diagnostic
• Brakes
• Free Estimates

Integrity
First

Service
Before Self

Excellence
In All
We Do
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By Maj. Bob Everdeen
376th Air Expeditionary Wing Public Affairs

TRANSIT CENTER AT MANAS, Kyr-
gyzstan -- Five teams from different units
competed in the 2011 Firefighter Challenge
Oct. 15 to bring this year’s Fire Prevention
Week to a close.

The friendly competition pitted teams
from the Civil Engineer Squadron, Security
Forces, the Operations Group, RED HORSE
and Contracting against each other in a
number of events. Each individual from ev-
ery team had to complete a timed challenge
course with events like a fire extinguisher
swap-out, fire-hose carry, dummy lift and
carry, and precision fire-hose shooting.

Appropriately, the Firefighter Challenge
was held in front of Pete’s Place, the all-
ranks recreation facility named after New

York City Fire Chief Peter Ganci, Jr. who
was killed during the terrorist attacks on
Sept. 11, 2001. The “Team Thundercat” civil
engineers pulled out the win with a combined
team time of 11:16:03. The event ended with
a water joust event between “Team Thun-
dercat” and “Team RED HORSE” - the civil
engineers took the best two out of three at-
tempts.

According to Transit Center Fire Chief
George Parker, “Although the civil engineers
did win outright with a time of 11:46:03, the
time had been reduced to 11:16:03 because
they won the water joust. The joust cut 30
seconds off the original Firefighter Challenge
time. RED HORSE came in second with a
time of 11:46:56. It was an even match and
the closest in the past four years.”

The winning team members each received
$50 and a Manas Fire Department T-shirt.

Firefighter Challenge wraps
up 2011 Fire Prevention Week

U.S.Air Force photo/Maj. Bob Everdeen
TRANSIT CENTER AT MANAS, Kyrgyzstan -- Airman 1st Class Andrew Porter, 376th Expedi-
tionary Mission Support Group executive administrative assistant, concentrates as he drags
a fire hose during the 2011 Firefighter Challenge Oct. 15, at the Transit Center at Manas, Kyr-
gyzstan. The friendly competition--which was the final event during this year’s Fire Prevention
Week here--pitted teams from the Civil Engineer Squadron, Security Forces, the Operations
Group, Red Horse and Contracting against each other in a number of events. Each individual
from every team had to complete a timed challenge course with events like a fire extinguisher
swap-out, fire-hose carry, dummy lift and carry, and precision fire-hose shooting. Porter, whose
hometown is Beech Island, S.C., is deployed here from Whiteman Air Force Base, Mo.

U.S. Air Force photo/Senior Airman Cody H. Ramirez
Brig. Gen. Scott Vander Hamm, 509th Bomb Wing commander, speaks with retir-
ees here Oct. 15 as part of Retiree Appreciation Day. Vander Hamm thanked the
retirees for their previous service to their country and covered topics such as how
the current economy and new TRICARE changes will affect the retirees. Nearly 100
retirees also received a base tour and had the privilege of seeing the B-2 Spirit.

Whiteman hosts Retiree
Appreciation Day

SSppeeaakkeerrss wwiillll iinncclluuddee
Air Force Master Sgt. James "Smitty" Smith, of Smithton

Marine Corps Sgt. Jim Clark, of Sedalia • Marine Corps Cpl. Gregg Davis, of Cole Camp
EEnntteerrttaaiinnmmeenntt::

State Fair Community College Chamber Choir • Soloist Ashton Faith Thompson
AAppppeeaarraanncceess bbyy::

American Legion Post 642 Color Guard • 40 & 8 • Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Post 2591 Honors Team • Boy Scouts • Civil Air Patrol

OOtthheerr eevveennttss::
Service officers from different organizations will be on-hand to assist with claims and benefits
Variety of war memorabilia will be on display • National Guard will have a ground static display
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Next to University Inn
401 E. Russell Ave.
Warrensburg, MO

Office: 747-7043
David Roberts: 238-3936
Bobby Hall: 864-4492

Vance DeLozier: 909-7043
Visit our website for all area listings
www.KeyRealtyWarrensburg.com

945 NE 105
Knob Noster
(660) 563-4735
www.VivianDraper.com
www.SoldbyDonna.com
www.SoldbyCinthia.com
www.SoldbyJulieLynn.com

www.PatBrasel.com
www.WhisperingHillsMO.com

www.WhitemanAFB-
RealEstate.com

www.HomesInspiredByNature.net

COMPLETE
Each Office Independently

Owned & Operated

Beautiful Ranch Home on
large lot with lake

frontage. Quiet small
town setting conveniently
located by major roads

with easy access toWAFB.
CALL JIM

660-909-7869
866-699-2849

www.showmerealty.com

423 N. Maguire •WarrensburgFIRESIDE
REALTY

TONY R. KENDRICK
Owner/Broker

211 E. Russell • Warrensburg
660-747-5353

www.4firesiderealty.com

1,2,3,4,5 Bedroom,
Various Floor Plans. 
Call for Availability

FOR SALE OR RENT

Classifieds The Warrior
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An Equal Opportunity Employer

Medical

OR Circulating
Registered Nurse

WMMC is currently seeking an experi-
enced Circulating Registered Nurse in
our Surgical Services Department.
Qualified candidates must have a mini-
mum of one year operating room experi-
ence to be considered for the position.
We offer a competitive benefit package
with a $5000 sign on bonus, shift differ-
ential, weekend differential and addition-
al incentive pay for night shift. Please
submit resume to:
Western Missouri Medical Center

403 Burkarth Rd.
Warrensburg, MO 64093
Attn: Human Resources

660-262-7433
aowens@wmmc.com

Interested candidates please contact
Nurse Recruiter
1300 Veterans Rd

Warrensburg, MO 64093
Phone: (660) 543-5064; Fax: (660) 543-5075
Email: Debbie.Woirhaye@mvc.dps.mo.gov

EOE; Drug Free Workplace
MVH celebrates a diverse workforce
2008 NAHCAFacility of the Year

LPNs, CNAs & NAs
An Exciting Opportunity
Awaits You at the

Missouri Veterans Home - Warrensburg

We are seeking CNAs for the Evening
and Night Shift, Part-time LPNs and

part-time NAs
Full-time Benefits Include:
Deferred Compensation Plan

Health, Dental, Vision & Life Insurance
3 weeks paid vacation/year

12 paid holidays/year

WALNUT TREE
In-Home Child Care

Specializing in infant & toddler care.
Openings for 6 weeks to 36 months.

Full, part-time, permanent &
temporary care. 660-563-5918.

Help Wanted 90 Help Wanted 90

Daycare Centers 84 Daycare Centers 84

Tremendous opportunity to advance
your career in advertising!

If this sounds like the right mix of challenge and opportunity, please send your resume to tgray@freedom.com.

Missouri Freedom Newspapers – publisher of the Sedalia Democrat, the
Whiteman Warrior and the Plainsman Weeklies is seeking a Director of
Advertising for our redesigned Interactive and print publications.

Advance your advertising career in our high-energy, fast-paced
environment selling Interactive and print advertising solutions which
reach over 150,000 households in central Missouri.

In this role, you'll be challenged to lead a team of pace setters
as we introduce these exciting redesigned products to our market.
The ideal candidate will be able to identify potential advertisers for
our Interactive and print products and will thrive on aggressively
growing our account base. Candidate will need to sucessfully work
under daily deadlines while consistently reaching sales objectives.

If you are a true consultative sales professional, have a degree in
Marketing or related fields or 7-10 years of sales experience
(advertising preferred), this might be the opportunity for you.

Chevrolet
1996 CAVALIER: Red, runs
good, minor paint damage.
Asking $90 or best offer.
660-621-0952. sa

Automobiles 300

FOR SALE: North of Sedalia,
5 BR 2 bath modular on foun-
dation, 3+ acres, stocked
pond, garage. Houstonia/
Hughesville school district.
$90,000 or best offer.
660-281-8025, 608-451-2638.

BY OWNER: $169,900. 2120
sq. ft. 4 Bedroom, 3 bath,
2-car garage, kitchen, dining,
living, family. All new appli-
ances, floors, fixtures & paint.
Fireplace, porch, deck, fence,
shed, shaded, 502 Swallow
Street, Warrensburg. Call
501-605-3756. sa

Houses For Sale 249

3 BR,2 BATH Split-level
home, newer roof, interior/ex-
terior paint, flooring & bath-
rooms. Sellers offer closing in-
centives. 816 E. Market, War-
rensburg. Asking $120,000.
(660)229-1969.

Houses For Sale 249

Houses For Sale 249

Houses For Sale 249

FIRST MONTH’S RENT FREE
Brand new villas in Warrens-
burg, 3 BR 2 bath units with
1-car garage, includes

washer/dryer. $950/month,
1 year lease, no pets. Home
Locators, 660-429-1323.

2 BEDROOMS, 2 BATHS,
1-car garage, 1000 square
feet, vaulted ceiling, next to
state park. Available 11/1/11.
$660 rent. 660-909-1936

Duplexes For Rent 210

EXPERIENCE resort-style liv-
ing in new apartments at The
Apartments at Bristol Park in
Grain Valley, MO. Full-size
washer/dryer in each apart-
ment, Pool, Hot Tub, Gym,
Wifi, Restaurant/Sports Bar
with room service and more!
Call TODAY 816-355-0123
about our $350/mo for 4
months Rent Special!

See floor plans at
www.rentbristolpark.com.

2 BR central heat/air, all elec-
tric, washers & dryers. Water/
trash/sewer paid. Great Seda-
lia location. $515 & $615/
month. 460-0779 or 826-4509.

1 & 2 BEDROOMS with deck/
patio, new carpet, brand new
laundry, central air, private
parking. Some utilities paid.
NO: dogs, cats or smoking.
$369 & up.also- 2 Bedroom
house- $529 per month. Call
Fran 660-624-0276 or
Jeanette 660-238-2301

Apartments For Rent207

THE
CHANGE

JAR
Consignment
Boutique

Now located
at

617 S.Maguire
Warrensburg
660-747-8419

Eddie Bauer Transit Tandem
stroller ($100) compact fold of
umbrella stroller, holds 2 chil-
dren, lightweight, compact, ex-
cellent condition, from
smoke-free environment.
660-747-6679 Kristin. sa

Misc. For Sale 135

Medical

Registered Nurse
NovaMed Surgery Center of
Warrensburg/Surgery Partners

is seeking a top notch,
versatile candidate to fill a

part-time (20+ hours/week) OR
RN position. Assisting in

Pre-op, Post-op and circulating
in the OR. Team-oriented and
fast paced environment. Previ-
ous OR and Ophthalmology
experience preferred. No

nights, weekends or holidays.
Please apply at

www.surgery-partners.com

Hair/Nails

HAIR DYNAMICS is seeking a
Stylist, commission. 312 E.
Young St. Suite D., Warrens-
burg, MO 660-747-3033

Help Wanted 90

Help Wanted 90

Child Care

DIRECTOR for child care facil-
ity. Must have CDA. Call to
speak with Laura
660-233-2018 from 1-2:30 pm.

Help Wanted 90
NEW BEGINNINGS
LEARNING CENTER

Currently has immediate open-
ings for ages 2 to 8 years.
Knob Noster (660)563-2424

Daycare Centers 84

NEW BEGINNINGS
LEARNING CENTER

is now accepting applications.
Apply in person at 806 S.
State St., Knob Noster.

660-563-2424 ask for Laura.

Daycare Centers 84

PCSing? MOVING?
Guaranteed Stress-Free

Finals! Covering
everything inside &
out for over 14 years!
Painting, oil stains,
trash/recycle, yard
work. Short notices
possible. Only 1 day

needed! Call
“The Final Touch”
660-233-3327

Not sure what to do??
We give free estimates!

Advantage
Lawn Mowing

Free Estimates
Professional Service

Ask forWes
(Retired US Military)

(660)233-0684

Services Offered 69

YARD SALE 118 SE 215th
Road, south of Hwy DD off
Hwy 13. Sat & Sun. Kids
clothes, various household
goods, LOTS of kid’s toys.

Garage/Yard Sales 24
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