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U.S. Air Force photo/
Senior Airman Jovan Banks

A firefighter from the 509th Civil Engi-
neer Squadron makes adjustments to 
his gear prior to engaging with a sim-
ulated aircraft fire during a major ac-
cident response exercise (MARE), at 
Whiteman Air Force Base, Mo., June 
8, 2016. The exercise is conducted 
to test the readiness and response 
times in case of a major accident.

Here are the Beat the Boss results:

Beat the Boss
The Beat the Boss program is a monthly PT test competition between 509th Bomb Wing units that will recognize outstanding team-

work and devotion to fitness at the Squadron level. Active duty 509th Airmen who score the same or higher than the commander's score 
of 95.4% will earn a one-day pass, and those who score a 100% win a one-day pass and one of the commander's coins.

Airman Jacob Rattin, 509th SFS • 95.5%

Airman 1st Class Brian Bedell, 509th SFS • 97.3%

Maj. Mikel Merritt, 509th MDOS • 96.3%

Staff Sgt. Stephan Johnson, 509th SFS • 95.7%

Capt. Nicholas Burg, 72d TES • 96.6%

Airman Marki Schaefer, 509th LRS • 97.2%

Capt. Amy Cottrell, 131st MDG • 98.6%
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SATURDAY, JUNE 11 • 4 & 7 p.m.
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles:
Out of the Shadows (PG-13)

Adults - $6.25, children - $4.00

FRIDAY, JUNE 10 • 7 p.m.
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles:
Out of the Shadows (PG-13)

Adults - $6.25, children - $4.00
SUNDAY, JUNE 12 • 1 & 4 p.m. 

Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles: Out of the Shadows (PG-13)
Adults - $6.25, children - $4.00
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U.S. Air Force photo/Tech. Sgt. Miguel Lara III
Members of the Whiteman Tier II present Whiteman Green Dot program representatives with a $150 donation 
certificate at Whiteman Air Force Base, Mo., May 24, 2016. The donation will increase the funds available for 
the Green Dot program to train Airmen on techniques to identify signs of potential interpersonal violence and 
equipping them with intervention strategies. 

Whiteman Tier II present
donation to Green Dot program
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U.S. Air Force photo/Senior Airman Danielle Quilla 
U.S. Air Force Brig. Gen. Andrew J. Gebara, the deputy director of nuclear op-
erations, global operations directorate at U.S. Strategic Command (USSTRAT-
COM), speaks to spouses at Whiteman Air Force Base, Mo., June 1, 2016. The 
briefing was held to educate spouses on the mission of USSTRATCOM and 
discuss current events affecting the nation’s security. 

USSTRATCOM Roadshow 
spouse's meeting 

View the Whiteman Warrior online by logging onto
www.whiteman.af.mil
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By Tech. Sgt. Clarissa Pruismann
509th Security Forces Squadron 

Any day of the week you might 
drive past a memorial of six Airmen 
who sacrificed it all and not even real-
ize it. Located on Arnold Avenue, near 
the 72nd Test and Evaluation Squadron 
building, stands a static display of a Bell 
UH-1F Iroquois helicopter. 

On June 11, 1982, while conducting a 
routine off-base operation, a Bell UH-1F 
Iroquis encountered a mechanical mal-
function that caused it to crash 30 miles 
south of Kansas City, Mo., between 
Passiac and Amsterdam. All six Airmen 
on board lost their lives.

At the time, the UH-1F was one of 
four assigned to Detachment 9 of the 
37th Aerospace Rescue and Recovery 
Squadron (ARRS) responsible for moni-
toring 50 of the Whiteman Air Force 
Base area missile silos. 

The crew that day consisted of the two 
pilots, Capt. Richard Conrardy and 2nd 
Lt. James Hebert from the 37th ARRS, 
and four security policemen, known as 
the Charlie Fire Team, from the 352nd 

Missile Security Squadron, Staff Sgt. 
Richard Bohling, Sgt. Thomas Meredith, 
Senior Airman Marion Pace and Senior 
Airman David Jones.

On June 11, 1984, Whiteman dedi-
cated a static display of the Bell UH-1F 
Iroquois to these fallen men and named 
it Peace Memorial Park to ensure their 
legacy was not forgotten. In addition to 
this park, the security forces of the 21st 
Century carry on their legacy through-
out Air Force Global Strike Command. 

Every year defenders from each wing 
in the command travel to the Global 
Strike Challenge to compete for the 
coveted Charlie Fire Team Award. The 
award recognizes the security forces 
team with the best overall performance 
at the competition.

On Saturday, June 11, 2016, at 10 
a.m. the 509th Security Forces Squadron 
is scheduled to hold a memorial cer-
emony in honor of these Airmen at 
Peace Memorial Park located off Arnold 
Avenue to ensure their legacy is not 
forgotten and so our next generation of 
Airmen can see the sacrifices others have 
made. The event is open to everyone.

Charlie Fire Team 
Remembrance 

Courtesy graphic
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By Secretary of the Air Force Public Affairs

WASHINGTON (AFNS) -- The Air Force has deferred 
the effective date for promotion and re-enlistment eligibil-
ity associated with the Air Force policy to complete enlisted 
professional military education distance learning courses 
within 12 months of enrollment until Jan. 1.

The six-month deferment allows additional time to vali-
date notification and acknowledgment procedures, as well 
as ensure test centers have the time and capacity to meet 
testing requirements.

These adjustments alleviate potential impacts to a sig-
nificant number of Airmen who may fail to complete Course 
14 and 15 for reasons beyond their control.

“EPME is a critical component of our professional en-
listed force and our expectations have not changed,” said 
Chief Master Sgt. of the Air Force James A. Cody. “Airmen 
are still required to complete EPME Distance Learning in a 
timely manner, yet we certainly understand we need to ad-

just to ensure all Airmen are able to complete the course on 
time. The policy deferment is necessary for us to assist Air-
men through the transition to a blended learning program 
that delivers higher quality education to our Airmen earlier 
in their careers.”

Airmen who may go beyond 12 months in completing 
EPME DL must request a course extension through Air Uni-
versity, in accordance with enrollment instructions. Airmen 
will not be marked ineligible to reenlist and compete for 
promotion until the new policy effective date.

The blended learning and time-in-service model an-
nounced in December 2014 was implemented so Airmen 
would receive PME earlier and more frequent in their ca-

reer. Throughout the three-year transition of EPME to a 
blended learning model, approximately 50,000 Airmen 
have enrolled in the distance learning portion.

The temporary deferment of policy dictating repercus-
sions to promotion and re-enlistment upon failure to enroll, 
complete and pass military education within one year of 
enrollment will expire Jan. 1, 2017. Airmen who enrolled 
in EPME on or after Jan. 1, 2016, are not affected by this 
deferment.

Airmen enrolled in EPME DL will be contacted directly 
by the Air Force Personnel Center with more information 
about the changes. Formal guidance will also be communi-
cated from the headquarters manpower, personnel and ser-
vices directorate to major commands, for further dissemina-
tion.

For more information about Air Force personnel pro-
grams go to the myPers website. Individuals who do not 
have a myPers account can request one by following the 
instructions on the Air Force Retirees Services website.

AF defers promotion, re-enlistment ineligibility  
policy tied to enlisted distance learning completion

By Master Sgt. Roger Hooker, Retired
509th Bomb Wing Historian, 1991-2000

   
Unknown to me at the time, my journey into the an-

nals of the 509th Bomb Wing legacy began in mid-1991. 
I was leaving Kadena Air Base, Okinawa, Japan, for my 
new assignment as the historian for the 351st Strategic 
Missile Wing at Whiteman Air Force Base, Mo. I was no 
stranger to the base, or wing, as I’d been assigned there 
in the mid-1980s and was looking forward to return-
ing. I had taken 30 days of leave enroute to Whiteman. 
Then one day, an official Air Force letter arrived at my 
leave address informing me that I was being reassigned 
as the historian for the new B-2 Spirit unit, the 509th at 
Whiteman.

Any Air Force historian worth their salt knew the his-
tory of the legendary 509th. The atomic bombs loomed 
large in the wing’s annals, of course, but I had other 

reasons for being awestruck. The recent roster of histo-
rians assigned to the wing read like a “who’s who” list 
of the best historians in Strategic Air Command (SAC). 
I arrived wondering if I could ever live up to that tradi-
tion; however, the task of standing up a new wing kept 
me busy and distracted me from pondering my place in 
that lineup.

One of the first things I normally did when I arrived at 
a new unit was write an extensive unclassified history of 
that unit, and the 509th was no exception. I would learn 
everything from the unit’s World War II past to its current 
operations. It was a ‘quick’ way to become the expert on 
the wing’s past. 

Shortly after I began my research into the 509th’s sto-
ried past, I was amazed at the wing’s accomplishments. 
There was so much more than the atomic bomb missions; 
The 509th also helped pioneer air refueling. The wing 
played a key role in 1947’s infamous Roswell incident. 
The wing also formed the backbone of SAC when the 
command began flexing its muscle to protect America 
and its allies. The 509th was also one of 30 units to test 
and adopt the now-standard wing organization. The wing 
flew B-52 Stratofortress missions in Vietnam. The list 
goes on and on. At the time I was researching and writ-
ing that history, the 509th was programmed to be the first 
B-2 unit, which, of course, evolved into being the only 
B-2 unit.

I’d like to think that I made an entry into 509th history 
within a few short months of my assignment to Whiteman. 
Upon my arrival at the base, I immediately became a 

member of Detachment 509, overseer of all things B-2 at 
Whiteman. Yet it didn’t take long for the manpower folks 
to inform me that I’d be the only member of the 509th 
until the wing returned to active service, slated for 1993. 
They explained that someone had to be assigned to the 
wing; otherwise, the Air Force would have to inactivate 
the 509th until the time grew nearer to stand it up and 
then activate it again. Since I was the only person on base 
who was assured a permanent position in the wing when 
that happened, I became the only member of the wing 
until it stood up in 1993. In the process, this saved the Air 
Force from some rather extensive paperwork.

This connection between the 509th and me contin-
ued for nine years. In that time, I re-established a link 
to my own past when, in addition to my historian du-
ties, I became the curator and tour guide for Whiteman’s 
Minuteman Missile Museum, also known as Oscar-01. 
That connection lasted for five years when I turned the 
site and my other 509th responsibilities over upon my 
retirement after 24 years of service.

I last updated the previously-mentioned unclassified 
history in 1999. The words I wrote in that preface still 
apply to me to this day: “During my 21-year tenure as an 
Air Force historian, I have had the privilege of associat-
ing with numerous units bearing proud and distinguished 
histories. However, few of those organizations’ accom-
plishments compare with those of the famous 509th 
Bomb Wing. …the 509th has truly been a pioneer unit in 
every sense of the word. It was indeed an honor for me 
to write this history of the 509th. I only hope that I have 
done this proud unit justice in the following pages.”

I also believe that the 509th Composite Group’s World 
War II battle cry rings true for today’s version of the 
wing: “There’s none finer than a 509’er!” 

Distinguished honors: Historian speaks of 509th Legacy

U.S. Air Force photo/Master Sgt. Dachelle Melville 
A B-52H Stratofortress, 61-1021, assigned to the Air Force 
Reserve Command’s 307th Bomb Wing, is the first B-52H 
bomber to be converted as part of the New START Treaty. 
U.S. efforts to support the treaty includes the conversion of 
30 operational and 12 non-operational B-52s to a convention-
al only configuration across the Air Force that will be com-
pleted by early 2017. 

Courtesy photo
The missile trailer located in the compound of the Os-
car -01 launch control facility. Whiteman Air Force Base 
is the home of the world's only Intercontinental Ballistic 
Missile launch control facility located on a military base. 
From 1963 to 1995, Whiteman was home to the 351st 
Strategic Missile Wing, which operated the Minuteman II 
ICBM weapon system.  
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