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U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Brigitte N. Brantley 
U.S. Army veteran Joe Cochran sa-
lutes the American flag during a 
wreath-laying ceremony May 16, 2015, 
in Sedalia, Mo. Each year, Airmen from 
Whiteman Air Force Base join veter-
ans and other community members to 
honor the sacrifice made by the base’s 
namesake, 2nd Lt. George Whiteman. 

Healthy social networks
By Tech. Sgt. Shonta Simes
Ozark Inn dining facility manager

As we draw near to the end of this quarter, I’d be remiss if I did not 
take this opportunity to highlight the social domain and how it applies 
to one of the greatest working teams on base … the Ozark Inn Dining 
Facility (DFAC)!

I believe the social domain is all about developing relationships 
with each other. In times of adversity, the relationships you develop 
with others will in turn become your support system. As a master resil-
iency trainer, I teach that the Air Force definition of social resilience is 
“the ability to engage in healthy social networks that promote overall 
well-being and optimal performance.” So, how does this apply to the 
DFAC? Well, over the last year, your DFAC served as the prime loca-
tion on base for approximately 134 distinguished visitor events, com-
mander’s calls, award ceremonies, professional organization meetings, 
luncheons and briefings. Most importantly, the DFAC has served as 
a place where I’ve observed you having one-on-one time with your 
Airmen, mentors and friends! 

Social resilience is also about making connections as you meet new 
people. Whether you’ve known it or not, the DFAC staff has created 
several opportunities for our primary customers to make those social 
connections by hosting quarterly birthday meals. These meals are 
hosted solely with you as the customer in mind. So if you haven’t had 
the opportunity to attend one, let me tell you what you’ve missed … a 
5-star meal that included steak and lobster, homemade pastries, flash 
mobs, games, prizes and fun. Previous birthday meal themes included: 

sports, dinner and a movie with celebrities, Fright Night and Spring 
Fling. This meal offers you the opportunity to be served by wing leader-
ship, first sergeants and supervisors in a relaxed social setting.

So, what’s on the horizon for this year you ask? On June 11, we 
will host our quarterly food show that will feature food samplings from 
several commercial vendors. Lastly, to shake things up a bit, the DFAC 
will be hosting its first “Airman Appreciation Meal” on June 24 that 
will be open to all authorized patrons. The meal will feature “made-to-
order” Mongolian barbecue as well as well as our main serving line op-
tions. The Mongolian barbecue meal will take the place of the DFAC’s 
second quarter birthday meal. So please come out, bring a friend and let 
the DFAC be your place to engage in “healthy social networks.”

Team Whiteman,

This year’s Memorial Day Weekend 
marks many great things for our nation, and 
it is more than just the gateway to summer. 
The extended holiday gives all of us the op-
portunity to rest and reflect, and I encourage 
you to think about a few things during this 
time. First and foremost, remember our na-
tion’s heroes. Since our inception, more than 
1.3 million Americans have made the ulti-
mate sacrifice in service to the United States. 
I encourage you to honor these heroes by at-
tending a Memorial Day ceremony or event 
recognizing the courageous acts of these 
brave men and women.

As we move into summer, it amazes me 
how much our team has already accom-
plished so far this year.  Your tremendous 
efforts have enabled us to continually pro-
vide strategic deterrence, global power, and 
combat support to the President and combat-
ant commanders around the globe. In the last 
two weeks alone, the 509th Bomb Wing and 
131st Bomb Wing demonstrated unrivaled 
long-range global strike during Exercises 
Neptune Falcon, Constant Vigilance and 
Combat Hammer, while our partners in the 
442nd Fighter Wing, 20th Reconnaissance 
Squadron, and 1-135th Attack/Reconnais-
sance Battalion continued their traditions 
of excellence in their respective missions. I 

could not be more proud of the effort made 
by all members of Team Whiteman. The 
next several weeks will provide our team 
additional opportunities to demonstrate our 
tremendous capabilities, as we gear up for 
Wings Over Whiteman in June and exercises 
throughout the summer and fall.

As I’ve mentioned many times before, 
our ability to accomplish the mission could 
not be possible without our number one as-
set: the Airmen, Soldiers, civilians, and fam-
ily members of Team Whiteman.  In January 

2015, I held a series of commander’s calls so-
liciting your feedback in ways that we could 
better serve our team.  I am proud to report 
that we listened to your feedback, and your 
leadership has been working hard to imple-
ment many of your recommendations.  To 
date, we’ve implemented 18 new initiatives 
to address the feedback you provided ear-
lier this year.  These initiatives focus on ar-
eas such as increasing Airmen involvement 
in the development of our Comprehensive 
Airman Fitness programs, establishing train-
ing programs for our front line supervisors, 
leveraging our partnerships with community 
organizations to address our shared public 
health challenges, and much more.  For a full 
list of the initiatives we’ve implemented and 
additional details on how to get involved, I 
encourage you to contact your unit’s Resil-
iency Training Assistant or one of the instal-
lation Master Resiliency Trainers.

Lastly, I need all of us to focus on safety 
and effective risk management.  I know that 
many of you will be vacationing and visit-
ing loved ones across the country over the 
next few months. You’ve earned this time of 
relaxation, so enjoy it. However, always be 
conscious of safety, whether you’re planning 
a day out on the water, an evening around the 
campfire, or preparing for a lengthy road trip. 
Take the time to relax and recharge when you 
can, because our mission continues and we 
need each and every one of you contributing 
your expertise and leadership to our team.

In closing, remember our nation’s he-
roes this weekend, reflect on our outstand-
ing accomplishments, and take advantage 
of the opportunity to take care of yourselves.  
Thanks again for your service and the tre-
mendous sacrifices each of you make to keep 
our country free.

Regards,
Glen VanHerck

Brig. Gen. Glen D. VanHerck
Commander, 509th Bomb Wing

Commander’s Memorial Day message

Courtesy photo
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Weather
Today

Partly Sunny
Hi 68
Lo 47

Sunday
Thunderstorms

Hi 74
Lo 61

Saturday
Chance of Storms

Hi 72
Lo 52

Monday
Chance of Storms

Hi 77
Lo 63

NEWS BRIEFS
Disposition of Personal 
Effects

 1st Lt. Chris Melendez is autho-
rized to make disposition of the per-
sonal effects of Senior Airman John 
J. Bottom, deceased, 509 Security 
Forces Squadron, as stated in AFI 34-
511. Any person having claims for or 
against the deceased please contact 
1st Lt. Melendez at (660) 687-3596 or 
407-921-1054.

Found property
Keys, wallets, bicycles, jewelry 

and other items have been turned in as 
found property to Security Forces In-
vestigation Section. To inquire about 
lost property, go to building 711, room 
305, or call Detective Steven Scott at 
660-687-5342.

Exercise tests command’s 
deterrent capabilities

By Carla Pampe
Air Force Global Strike Command Public Affairs

BARKSDALE AFB, La. (AFNS) -- Air 
Force Global Strike Command’s bomb wings 
participated in exercise Constant Vigilance May 
4-13, demonstrating the command’s flexibility 
and global reach while testing its tactics, tech-
niques and procedures.

Airmen from headquarters AFGSC; the 
Eighth Air Force and the 2nd Bomb Wing at 
Barksdale Air Force Base, Louisiana; the 5th 
Bomb Wing at Minot AFB, North Dakota; 
and 509th Bomb Wing at Whiteman AFB, 
Missouri; honed their skills in planning and 
generating aircraft in surge operations.

An annual AFGSC exercise, Constant 
Vigilance is designed to train and assess the 
command’s ability to perform its conventional 
and nuclear missions. Using notional scenarios, 
command and control elements, and operation-
al units effectively demonstrated AFGSC’s abil-
ity to perform nuclear deterrence operations and 
long-range strike missions if and when called 
upon to do so.

“The exercise offers AFGSC units the abil-
ity to hone their nuclear deterrence skills,” 
said Robert Thomson, the AFGSC’s Exercise 
Division chief. “Only with continual, robust 
and realistic training can we ensure our units are 
prepared and ready for this vital mission set.”

Training and participation in exercises such 

as Constant Vigilance are critical to AFGSC’s 
ability to respond quickly and effectively to 
real-world situations.

“It provides an opportunity to practice our 
number one priority mission and gives our 
Airmen the opportunity to learn and build ex-
perience, while allowing us to further hone 
our procedures as an integrated unit,” said Col. 
David Benson, the 509th Operations Group 
commander. “While providing that invaluable 
experience for our Airmen, it instills confidence 
that we can execute our primary mission.”

Benson said the exercise provides a precious 
opportunity to train with operational command 
and control in the lead.

“Nuclear operational C2 procedures are de-
veloped to be very secure for obvious reasons. 
However, this forces detailed and more com-
plicated communication procedures than nor-
mal, conventional C2,” he said. “It is critical to 
practice these procedures during exercises like 
Constant Vigilance so that critical nuclear C2 is 
ready and able when called upon.”

For members of Eighth Air Force’s, Constant 
Vigilance was an opportunity to exercise their 
mission of quickly providing combatant com-
manders with kinetic and nonkinetic capabili-
ties to achieve strategic effects.

“Participating in CV helps our wings by 
improving our collective muscle memory. It is 
comparable to knowing how to prepare (and ul-
timately perform) a physical training evaluation 
and then actually preparing and performing the 
evaluation,” said Master Sgt. Joshua Craig, a 
cruise missile manager. “By participating in CV 
the wings ensure our forces are ready to per-
form nuclear deterrence operations and long-
range strike missions if and when called upon 
to do so.”

U.S. Air Force photo/Senior Airman Kristoffer Kaubisch
A B-52H Stratofortress sits on the Minot Air Force Base, N.D., flightline after being 
loaded with air-launched cruise missiles during a Constant Vigilance aircraft gen-
eration exercise May 7, 2015. Air Force Global Strike Command routinely conducts 
training activities and exercises to ensure its forces are ready to perform nuclear 
deterrence and long-range strike operations.

U.S. Air Force Eagle Eyes provides 
service members and civilians a safe, 
discreet and anonymous option to re-
port criminal information, counterin-
telligence indicators or force protec-
tion concerns. 

To submit a web tip go to http://
www.tipsubmit.com/WebTips.
aspx?AgencyID=1111 or the AFOSI 
web page at http://www.osi.af.mil

How to report an anonymous tip us-
ing a smart phone: 

1. Use the smart phone app 
2. Manually select an agency
3. Choose  USA then Federal Agency 

then select AFOSI
4. Create a passport, select New Tip 

and fill out the form with as much in-
formation as possible. 

How to report an anonymous tip 
VIA text message: 

Text “AFOSI” plus your tip infor-
mation to 274637 (CRIMES)

Air Force Housing Web Site
Visit www.housing.af.mil to find 

your new home with the Air Force. This 
web site serves as a one-stop shop for 
Airmen and their families to obtain in-
formation about the housing options and 
support services available to them at Air 
Force bases worldwide.
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SATURDAY, MAY 23 • 7 p.m.
Tomorrowland (PG)

Adults - $6.25, children - $4.00

FRIDAY, MAY 22 • 7 p.m.
Tomorrowland (PG)

Adults - $6.25, children - $4.00

SUNDAY, MAY 24 • 3 p.m.
Tomorrowland (PG)

Adults - $6.25, children - $4.00

By Air Force Personnel Center
Public Affairs

JOINT BASE SAN ANTONIO-
RANDOLPH, Texas (AFNS) -- Beginning
in May, supervisors of active-duty Airmen
will be able to initiate, process, track and
sign officer and enlisted evaluations using
myPers, Air Force Personnel Center offi-
cials announced May 15.

Additionally, beginning in June, supervi-
sors of active-duty members will be able to
use myPers to initiate and track decorations
as well.

“Airmen can view their personnel re-
cords, update assignment preferences, up-
date their record of emergency data and
more on myPers through the ‘Access AFPC
Secure’ link,” said Christine Stingley, the
military future operations branch require-
ments and testing chief. “Enabling Airmen
to manage their personnel information and
perform transactions electronically creates
efficiencies all around.”

Adding the automated evaluation and
decoration processing piece through an
app on myPers called the virtual Personnel
Center (vPC) will further improve Airmen’s
access to personnel processes, she
explained.

Once the automated process is activated
in May for active duty, supervisors will be
able to initiate Airmen’s evaluations and
route them through their respective review-
er and approval officials, much like the ex-
isting Evaluations Management System.

“Unlike the existing system, once the
evaluation is signed by the ratee, the military
personnel section will be able to receive and
forward it to AFPC through myPers vPC for
final processing into an individual’s official
record at the click of a button,” Stingley

said.
vPC is a modified version of vPC

Guard and Reserve, a system used by the
Air Reserve Personnel Center to support
Reserve and Guard programs.

“The important thing about vPC is that
there will be no bugs to root out or work-
arounds to implement,” said Brig. Gen.
Samuel Mahaney, the ARPC commander.
“vPC is a tried and true application cour-
tesy of the world-class development team at
ARPC.”

Electronic processing of awards and
decorations will save members time since
it will include prepopulated certificates and
memorandums, online “Décor 6” forms, au-
tomatic updates to Military Personnel Data
System and automatic transfers to official
records.

Active-duty decorations will be initiated,
processed and tracked through the vPC app
dashboard. Initially, the award automation
will include the Meritorious Service Medal,
Air Force Commendation Medal, Air Force
Achievement Medal, Aerial Achievement
Medal, Combat Readiness Medal and
Military Outstanding Volunteer Service
Medal.

“The new process eliminates delays with
scanning and mailing, and saves man-hours
through a streamlined, single personnel sys-
tem that performs transactions and updates
to a member’s record,” Stingley explained.
“Ultimately, personnel specialists will be
able to spend more time assisting Airmen.”

AF implements automated
evaluation, decoration
processing via myPers

See Automated, page 14
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Live Pain-Free Again
“ My doctor referred me to 
Bothwell Pain Center. When I 

-Ronald Camirand

in Pain Management by the 
American Board of Anesthesiology.
For more information about our 
multiple treatment options, call 
660-827-9528 or ask your physician 
for a referral today.

Exceptional Care, close to home.
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By Airman Jazmin Smith
509th Bomb Wing Public Affairs

Being a good wingman is everyone’s re-
sponsibility all day, every day. That is what 
Airmen are taught from day one at basic mili-
tary training. 

Knowing the person to your left or right 
could make all the difference; one day it might 
help a wingman sense if something is wrong 
or it could help a burdened Airman feel like he 
or she has someone to confide in. 

“By making connections, individuals feel 

a sense of belonging,” said Sandi Williams, 
509th Bomb Wing community support co-
ordinator. “By having a sense of belonging, 
individuals are more apt to share their trials, 
tribulations and concerns with someone they 
feel connected to. Resiliency is an individual 
thing, but having a strong support system is 
paramount to success.”

This past Friday, Whiteman took a newer 
approach to making those connections for 
members of the base.

Members of Whiteman participated in the 
bi-annual Comprehensive Airman Fitness 

Day on May 15, 2015. The theme for the all-
day event was “Making connections to avoid 
disconnections.”

“Although we work side by side with our 
peers, sometimes we don’t really know them,” 
said Williams. “The social domain CAF Day 
emphasis is to help build a meaningful com-
munity. This CAF Day was developed by 
Airmen for Airmen and the activities were 
planned to bring like-minded people together. 
Through sharing interests, we hope this will 
establish future friendships and ultimately a 
strong support system.”

Squadrons participated in the 1.5-mile 
flightline run to kick start the event. After re-
marks from Brig. Gen. Glen VanHerck, 509th 
Bomb Wing commander, each flight, bearing 
their unit’s guidon, took off singing jodies. 
The morning progressed into free time during 
which base members could choose to partici-
pate in numerous activities. From a car show 
in the Professional Development Center park-
ing lot to a jam session in the Mission’s End 
ballroom, there were several opportunities to 
meet like-minded people at Whiteman. 

“I think that CAF day presented a great 
opportunity to meet other Airmen with com-
mon interests and hobbies,” said Airman 1st 
Class Tianna Smith Cruz, 509th Comptroller 
Squadron base LeaveWeb administrator. “I’m 
really looking forward to participating in the 
next CAF day!”

CAF encompasses four domains: mental, 
physical, spiritual and social. The pillars, when 
combined, represent a balanced lifestyle. 

“Each domain focuses on individual resil-
ience, but also, on how important it is to reach 
out and get the support you need when you 
feel you are lacking in one of the four areas,” 
said Williams. “CAF, to me, represents the 
‘whole person’ concept. Being a wingman 
means being there for their fellow Airman. 
It could be encouraging them to work out to 
meet physical training requirements (physi-
cal); referring them to a helping agency when 
they are undergoing a stressful situation 
(mental); helping their Airman find that inner 
strength that is needed to get them through a 
difficult time (spiritual); or, just having some-
one to do something with (social).”

Every squadron has resiliency training as-
sistance (RTA) and master resiliency trainers 
assigned. If you are unsure of whom they are, 
contact your first sergeant or commander. It is 
important for people everywhere to make an 
effort to build a culture of commitment. 

“Airmen or families looking to get in-
volved can just step outside their doors,” said 
Williams. “By stepping up and going just a 
little outside your comfort zone you will make 
Whiteman one step better. The old adage, ‘It 

takes a village,’ never rang too true. By being 
involved and making Whiteman your home, it 
will pay back dividends not only for you but 
for your career.”

Squadrons participate in the 1.5-mile run on the flightline May 15, 2015, at Whiteman Air Force Base, Mo. After remarks from Brig. Gen. Glen VanHerck, 509th Bomb Wing com-
mander, each flight, bearing their unit’s guidon, took off with their team while singing jodies.

Airmen gather at the Spirit Café to play video games during CAF day. The “Gamer’s 
Guild” offered an array of game consoles, Magic The Gathering card games, com-
puter games and more.

U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Angel Ramirez-
Rodriguez, 509th Maintenance Squadron, 
ride with other bike enthusiasts during 
CAF day. “Gear heads” had the opportu-
nity to show off their car, truck or motor-
cycle during the Comprehensive Airman 
Fitness Day. 

Senior Airman Tim Mullins, 509th Aircraft 
Maintenance Squadron low observable 
technician, plays a song he wrote in front 
of an audience during CAF day. Members 
who participated in CAF Day could join 
others at the Mission’s End ballroom to 
enjoy karaoke, open mic and open perfor-
mance, followed by an American Idol-style 
competition.

Volunteers from the United Service Organizations of Missouri support Airmen during 
CAF day. The USO traveled from Lambert, Mo., to provide hotdogs, chips and Girl 
Scout cookies at Skelton Park.

U.S. Air Force photos/
Airman Jazmin Smith
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KNOB NOSTER
JUST OUTSIDE WHITEMAN AIR FORCE BASE

WelcomeTo

A growing, friendly
community where

people and businesses
are ready to serve you!

LOCAL ACTIVITIES

CHRISTIAN BOOK STORE
The Sparrow’s Nest Christian Book & Gift Shop
110 N. State St. • Downtown Knob Noster • 660-563-7777
Serving Him by serving you. Full Line Christian Book Store, Proverbs 3:5-6
Willow Tree • Jim Shore • Christian Tapestries & Pictures • Statuary • Unique Christian Stealth Mdse.

ANTIQUES & MORE
Once Upon A Find

101 E. McPherson • Downtown Knob Noster At 4-Way Stop
Antiques, Quilts, Furniture, Glassware & Crystal

Artwork & Woodwork by Local Craftsmen • Many Unique Items
Open Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m., Sat. 8 a.m.- 4 p.m. • New vendors always welcome!

DENTISTRY
Michael Hanna, D.D.S.

563-6030 • 204 N. Adams - Knob Noster
Monday & Tuesday 8 to 5

VARIETY
Dutch Kountry Market

Open 7 days a week Bulk food • Spices • Crafts • Furniture
10340 50 Hwy 660-563-2941 Knob Noster

CALL 1-800-892-7856
TO PLACE
YOUR AD

FLOWERS & GIFTS
Knob Florist

103 N. State St. - Knob Noster • 660-563-5795 • 1-800-582-5662
Fresh Cut Flowers • Arrangements & Specialty Items
M-F 9-5 • Sat. 9-1 • DELIVERY WITHIN 30 MILES!

BANKS
Equity Bank

On-line banking • 24 Hr. ATM • Check out our Spirit Account for military personnel
200 N. State St. • 563-3011 • www.equitybank.com

TEA ROOM/GIFT SHOP
Time For Tea

Tea Room - Antique & Gift Shop
Fresh Baked Goods, Soups, Salads & Sandwiches • Lunch Served 11 am - 1 pm Mon.-Sat.

~ OVER 70 DIFFERENT TEAS ~ 111 W. McPherson 563-4TEA

Pro fes s i onal Women’s Organi zati on–1st Mon. of each
month - Basement of City Hall
Lion’s Club–2nd& 4th Mon. 7 p.m. - Jubilation Center
Chamber o f Commerce–2nd Thurs. of each month.

Call Husineh Curts @ 660-238-6201 for more info.
Masons–2nd& 4th Thurs. 7:00 p.m. - Knob Noster
Masonic Lodge AF &AM
Garden Club–1st Thurs. of each month 6:30 p.m. - Trails
Regional Library - Knob Noster Branch

Alcoho l i cs Anonymous (AA)–Every Fri. 8 p.m. -
Basement of Methodist Church • Every Tues. Noon - 101 Gray
Lane, Chapel Annex 2 at WAFB
Knob Nos ter Board o f Aldermen–1st & 3rd Tues. each
month - Basement of City Hall
Whi teman Area Pi ecemakers Qui l t Gui l d–3rd Thurs.
each month 7 p.m. - Methodist Church
AMVETS–Membership Dinner 1st Tues. each month 6 p.m.
- AMVETS Building

VFW–1st Fri. each month 7 p.m. - VFWBuilding
VFW Aux i l i ary–1st Fri. each month 7 p.m. - VFWBuilding
Boy Scouts - Troop 509 Methodist Church, Peter
Blaszczyk, 660-563-6333
Cub Scouts - Pack 405 Kevin Templin 660-864-6455
Cub Scouts - Pack 509 Methodist Church
Girl Scouts - Jo Ellen Elwell 563-3514
Freedom o f Road Riders , Local 33 - 3rd Sun. 1 p.m. -
AMVETS Building

2015 CHEVROLET
SILVERADO CREW LT 4X4

STK#3-3700

MSRP: $46,365
NOW: $35,499*

SAVE: $10,866

2015 CHEVROLET
IMPALA LS

STK#3-7200

MSRP: $28,445
NOW: $24,495*

SAVE: $3,950

2015 BUICK
VERANO
STK#4-8489

MSRP: $25,250
NOW: $22,199*

SAVE: $3,051

2015 GMC ACADIA
SLE2 FWD

STK#5-8272

MSRP: $38,305
NOW: $32,205*

SAVE: $6,100
*SALE PRICES AFTER ALL REBATES, DISCOUNTS, AND ALLY FINANCIAL DOWN PAYMENT ASSISTANCE. TAX, 

TITLE, LICENSE AND DEALER FEE’S EXTRA. SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS!

COURTESY VEHICLE LIQUIDATION SALE
THESE 2015 COURTESY VEHICLES HAVE AROUND 3,000 MILES ON THEM.

THIS IS YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO SAVE BIG!
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KNOB NOSTER
JUST OUTSIDE WHITEMAN AIR FORCE BASE

WelcomeTo

A growing, friendly
community where

people and businesses
are ready to serve you!

LOCAL ACTIVITIES

CHRISTIAN BOOK STORE
The Sparrow’s Nest Christian Book & Gift Shop
110 N. State St. • Downtown Knob Noster • 660-563-7777
Serving Him by serving you. Full Line Christian Book Store, Proverbs 3:5-6
Willow Tree • Jim Shore • Christian Tapestries & Pictures • Statuary • Unique Christian Stealth Mdse.

ANTIQUES & MORE
Once Upon A Find

101 E. McPherson • Downtown Knob Noster At 4-Way Stop
Antiques, Quilts, Furniture, Glassware & Crystal

Artwork & Woodwork by Local Craftsmen • Many Unique Items
Open Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m., Sat. 8 a.m.- 4 p.m. • New vendors always welcome!

DENTISTRY
Michael Hanna, D.D.S.

563-6030 • 204 N. Adams - Knob Noster
Monday & Tuesday 8 to 5

VARIETY
Dutch Kountry Market

Open 7 days a week Bulk food • Spices • Crafts • Furniture
10340 50 Hwy 660-563-2941 Knob Noster

CALL 1-800-892-7856
TO PLACE
YOUR AD

FLOWERS & GIFTS
Knob Florist

103 N. State St. - Knob Noster • 660-563-5795 • 1-800-582-5662
Fresh Cut Flowers • Arrangements & Specialty Items
M-F 9-5 • Sat. 9-1 • DELIVERY WITHIN 30 MILES!

BANKS
Equity Bank

On-line banking • 24 Hr. ATM • Check out our Spirit Account for military personnel
200 N. State St. • 563-3011 • www.equitybank.com

TEA ROOM/GIFT SHOP
Time For Tea

Tea Room - Antique & Gift Shop
Fresh Baked Goods, Soups, Salads & Sandwiches • Lunch Served 11 am - 1 pm Mon.-Sat.

~ OVER 70 DIFFERENT TEAS ~ 111 W. McPherson 563-4TEA

Pro fes s i onal Women’s Organi zati on–1st Mon. of each
month - Basement of City Hall
Lion’s Club–2nd& 4th Mon. 7 p.m. - Jubilation Center
Chamber o f Commerce–2nd Thurs. of each month.

Call Husineh Curts @ 660-238-6201 for more info.
Masons–2nd& 4th Thurs. 7:00 p.m. - Knob Noster
Masonic Lodge AF &AM
Garden Club–1st Thurs. of each month 6:30 p.m. - Trails
Regional Library - Knob Noster Branch

Alcoho l i cs Anonymous (AA)–Every Fri. 8 p.m. -
Basement of Methodist Church • Every Tues. Noon - 101 Gray
Lane, Chapel Annex 2 at WAFB
Knob Nos ter Board o f Aldermen–1st & 3rd Tues. each
month - Basement of City Hall
Whi teman Area Pi ecemakers Qui l t Gui l d–3rd Thurs.
each month 7 p.m. - Methodist Church
AMVETS–Membership Dinner 1st Tues. each month 6 p.m.
- AMVETS Building

VFW–1st Fri. each month 7 p.m. - VFWBuilding
VFW Aux i l i ary–1st Fri. each month 7 p.m. - VFWBuilding
Boy Scouts - Troop 509 Methodist Church, Peter
Blaszczyk, 660-563-6333
Cub Scouts - Pack 405 Kevin Templin 660-864-6455
Cub Scouts - Pack 509 Methodist Church
Girl Scouts - Jo Ellen Elwell 563-3514
Freedom o f Road Riders , Local 33 - 3rd Sun. 1 p.m. -
AMVETS Building

2015 CHEVROLET
SILVERADO CREW LT 4X4

STK#3-3700

MSRP: $46,365
NOW: $35,499*

SAVE: $10,866

2015 CHEVROLET
IMPALA LS

STK#3-7200

MSRP: $28,445
NOW: $24,495*

SAVE: $3,950

2015 BUICK
VERANO
STK#4-8489

MSRP: $25,250
NOW: $22,199*

SAVE: $3,051

2015 GMC ACADIA
SLE2 FWD

STK#5-8272

MSRP: $38,305
NOW: $32,205*

SAVE: $6,100
*SALE PRICES AFTER ALL REBATES, DISCOUNTS, AND ALLY FINANCIAL DOWN PAYMENT ASSISTANCE. TAX, 

TITLE, LICENSE AND DEALER FEE’S EXTRA. SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS!

COURTESY VEHICLE LIQUIDATION SALE
THESE 2015 COURTESY VEHICLES HAVE AROUND 3,000 MILES ON THEM.

THIS IS YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO SAVE BIG!

80
64
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By Staff Sgt. Brigitte N. Brantley
509th Bomb Wing Public Affairs

It’s impossible to know what is going through a man’s mind in the final 
minutes before he dies. 

As 2nd Lt. George Whiteman ran toward his P-40B Warhawk on the morn-
ing of Dec. 7, 1941, he likely thought only of getting airborne to retaliate against 
the attacking Japanese fighters.

As a burst of enemy gunfire shot through his aircraft’s cockpit wounding 
him, he may have thought of his younger siblings back in Missouri, waiting for 
their big brother to return safely. 

As his plane crashed and burned moments after he lifted off the runway, he 
may have thought of his mother waiting for her first-born to make it home alive.

It’s impossible to know exactly what Earlie Whiteman was doing at the mo-
ment her son took his last breath.

Although it was morning in Hawaii, it was afternoon in America and all 
throughout the country, radio programs were interrupted with breakings news: 
Japan had attacked Pearl Harbor.

At 10:13 p.m. that night, official news reached Earlie back in Sedalia, 
Missouri: Her 22-year-old son George had died. When interviewed by a news-
paper reporter, she said, “It’s hard to believe. It might have happened anytime, 
anywhere. We’ve got to sacrifice loved ones if we want to win this war.”

It was the same news 416,000 other mothers of American service members 
during World War II would receive.

On August 6, 1945, pilots from the 509th Composite Group dropped the 
“Little Boy” atomic bomb on Hiroshima, Japan. On August 9, a second crew  
dropped “Fat Man” on Nagasaki.

George is now believed by many historians to be the first pilot killed in aerial 

combat during the war. Although his life was cut short, his legacy lives on in 
military history. 

In 1955, the recently re-opened Sedalia Air Force Base was renamed 
Whiteman Air Force Base in his honor. Fast forward to 2015. Each year, a 
ribbon-covered wreath is placed on the young lieutenant’s grave to honor the 
sacrifice he made.

This year’s wreath-laying ceremony was held on May 16. As the flag was 
raised to half-staff, George’s grave was surrounded on three sides by groups 
he impacted in one way or another. On one side were Security Forces Airmen 
from the base, lined up in a neat formation with sharp salutes. On another side, 
descendants from his nine brothers and sisters solemnly watched the flag slide 
up the pole. On the last side of the grave, veterans from multiple conflicts also 
rendered the proper salutes. 

The event’s guest speaker was U.S. Air Force Brig. Gen. Glen VanHerck, 
commander of the 509th Bomb Wing, which ties its roots back to the 509th 
Composite Group.  

“He would be proud to know the wing that dropped the atomic bomb and 
effectively ended the war now resides at the base that bears his namesake,” said 
VanHerck. 

VanHerck, whose first assignment as a young lieutenant was also to the 
Pacific as a part of the 44th Fighter Squadron under the 18th Fighter Wing, said 
he feels a personal connection to Whiteman, who was assigned to the forefather 
units of that squadron.

“Whiteman had a choice: he could run from the fight or he could run toward 
the fight,” said the general. “He could have easily spared his life, but he placed 
himself in harm’s way for his country, his family, his fellow Airmen and all 
of us standing here today. He embodied everything we desire in our service 
members.”

This year, in addition to the traditional wreath-laying ceremony, plaques 
were placed at locations throughout his hometown on a route known as the 
Whiteman Corridor. The plaque located in Katy Park at the intersection of 24th 
and Grand streets is accompanied by two metal sculptures by local artist Don 
Luper. 

The first sculpture, a P-40 pointing toward his childhood home, represents 
the past. The second sculpture, a B-2 Spirit stealth bomber pointing toward 
Whiteman Air Force Base, represents the future. Together, they are called 
“Whiteman: Legacy of Freedom.” 

“Whiteman Air Force Base has grown and changed many times in the past 
60 years, but its mission remains the same as Lt. Whiteman’s missions that 
early December morning: to protect this country, its people and its freedom 
from those that would do it harm,” said Dianne Simon, who serves on Sedalia’s 
Military Affairs Committee. 

“When the base received its current name, many Sedalia residents would 
have still remembered Lt. Whiteman and his family, or known others who have 
served and sacrificed in that Great War,” Simon added. “Today, the numbers of 
that generation are rapidly dwindling and we do not want the memory of Lt. 
Whiteman to fade away with them.” 

George Williams, the lieutenant’s nephew who was named after his uncle, 
agreed that it’s important to remember the pilot’s sacrifice.

“Today’s generation doesn’t fully understand what he did and what others 
did,” said Williams, who added he’s very proud of the service members who 
gave the sacrifice then as well as the ones who are serving now. “This ceremony 
helps keep it in front of them.” 

It’s impossible to know what Whiteman would think of his legacy, but it’s 
likely he would have been proud of the base that bears his name and the Airmen 
who help keep his memory alive.

The short life and long legacy of 2nd Lt. George Whiteman

Airmen from the 509th Security Forces Squadron at Whiteman Air Force Base at-
tend a ceremony for the opening of the Whiteman Corridor May 16, 2015, in Sedalia, 
Mo. The base was named after 2nd Lt. George Whiteman, a Sedalia native who was 
killed during World War II. The P-40B Warhawk points to lieutenant’s childhood 
home and represents the past, while the B-2 Spirit stealth bomber points toward the 
base and represents the future. 

Veterans of Foreign Wars from Chapter 2591 stand at attention after firing a three-rifle volley during the annual wreath-laying ceremony at 
the grave of 2nd Lt. George Whiteman May 16, 2015, in Sedalia, Mo. Each year, veterans around the area attend the ceremony to honor the 
ultimate sacrifice that the lieutenant made when he became one of the first Airmen to die during World War II.

U.S. Air Force Brig. Gen. Glen VanHerck, right, 509th Bomb Wing 
commander, holds a flag honoring the sacrifice of 2nd Lt. George 
Whiteman May 16, 2015, during the annual wreath-laying cer-
emony in Sedalia, Mo. VanHerck’s first assignment as a young 
lieutenant was to the 44th Fighter Squadron, a descendant of the 
unit that Whiteman was assigned to when he died after his plane 
was shot down Dec. 7, 1941, during the attack on Pearl Harbor. 

Community members watch as local Boy Scouts raise a flag May 16, 2015, 
during the annual wreath-laying ceremony in Sedalia, Mo., honoring the 
ultimate sacrifice of 2nd Lt. George Whiteman. Whiteman, a Sedalia native, 
was in the Air Force for less than two years when he became one of the 
first Airmen to die during World War II.

Hunter Fugit, left, and Matt Berry, descendants of 2nd Lt. George Whiteman, lay a wreath at the lieutenant’s grave during the annual 
ceremony May 16, 2015, in Sedalia, Mo. Whiteman, believed to be the first Airman killed during World War II, was the oldest of nine 
brothers and sisters. 

U.S. Air Force photos/Staff Sgt. Brigitte N. Brantley
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See a problem?
Own It!

By Staff Sgt. J. Aaron Breeden
21st Space Wing Public Affair

PETERSONAIRFORCEBASE,Colo. (AFNS) --With the
worst of winter behind us, many folks are beginning to break out
the hiking boots and sunscreen for some outdoor fun.Additionally,
many motorcyclists who have been bound by snow and ice for
the last several months are making their way onto the roads again.

Lt. Col. Mark Guerber, the 16th Space Control Squadron com-
mander and avid motorcyclist, recently briefed members of his
unit about the importance of staying safe riding.

According to the Air Force Safety Center, since 2005, mo-
torcycle and automobile accidents are the leading cause of death
among service members while off-duty.

This is one of reasons why Guerber said he is a strong advo-
cate for motorcycle safety and remains as educated of a rider as
possible.

"Motorcyclists take recurring training every couple of years
and many of us practice emergency skills on a regular basis,"
Guerber said. "Although the risks are higher, a well-trained opera-
tor practices risk management daily."

Guerber also explained that being a defensive rider is best con-
sidering no one else on the road is more concerned for your safety
than you.

He said that it is imperative to not only pay attention to what
other drivers are doing inside of their vehicles, but also to watch
the wheels of other cars around.

"A car driver may not do a head check before changing lanes,
but the human eye can easily see when the wheels go out of paral-
lel and start heading toward your bike," Guerber said.

Guerber also offered advice to car drivers who might not un-
derstand the risk typical hazards, like oil, water, sand or gravel, can
pose to motorcyclists.

"Cars need to be aware of road hazards that have a greater im-
pact on motorcycles," Guerber said. "Motorcycles will go slower
and wider than a car driver expects because the challenge of nego-
tiating these obstacles with less available traction."

Guerber added that wildlife pose a significant risk to riders, and
to steer toward the rear of an animal to try to avoid a collision.

Speaking personally, Guerber recounted a time when his in-
experience nearly caused a mishap that could have ended badly.

"I was on a sport bike approaching an intersection, looking at
cross traffic while I slowed down with the front brake," Guerber
said. "When I heard tires squeal, I looked forward to see the driver
from another lane had merged into my lane and cut off the driver
in front of me.

Guerber said rather than releasing his brake and moving into
the empty lane next to him, he clamped down on his front brake,
stopping mere inches from the car in front of him.

"Although I stopped ... my bike collapsed sideways with me
under it,” he said. “Proper habits, drilled into muscle memory
would have kept me and my bike from a lot of pain and damage.

Ultimately, Guerber equated safe driving as a matter of "dollars
and cents."

"Whether you're in a car or on a bike, you've only got $10
worth of attention and skill," Guerber said. "If you don't practice
and develop safe habits, you may spend $9 just driving. When an
emergency pops up, you're left with just $1 to handle a much more
challenging situation."

Guerber added that proper practice and planning allows riders
to flip this equation. Riders should spend more time on how to
respond during emergency situations

Staying safe on
two wheels

80645531

rickballfordsedalia.com

“Have you Driven a
Ford Lately?” “Travel Well”

2505 WEST BROADWAY BLVD.,
SEDALIA, MO 65301

660-826-5200

2007 Kia Spectra EX

$5,995
Stock #5024A

2007 Cadillac CTS

$11,995
Stock #6153A, 

Leather, Moonroof, 
76K miles

2007 Chevrolet Colorado
Stock #4003C, 
LT, Ext Cab, 4x4

2012 GMC Sierra 1500
Stock #6225A, 

Ext Cab, 4x4, SLE,
18K Miles, 1 Owner

2013 Ford F-150 
Super Crew

Stock #6169B, 4x4, 
XLT, 32K Miles

$11,995

2010 Ford Taurus SEL
Stock #P443A,

Leather, Loaded! $13,495
2007 Lincoln MKX

Stock #5387B, AWD 
Leather, Chrome 
Package, Loaded $13,495

2012 Kia Sportage LX
Stock #5474A, 

44K Miles! $13,995
2014 Volkswagen Jetta SE

Stock #P420, 
24K Miles, Leather, 

A/T Great MPG!
$14,995

2013 Chrysler 
Town & Country Touring

Stock #5326B, 
57K Miles, Leather, 

9” Video Screen 
DVD, Loaded

$19,495

2014 Ford Fusion SE
Stock #P409, 

Luxury, Leather, 
Heated Seats, 

26K Miles
$19,995

2007 Ford F-150
Super Crew

Stock #6161B, 4x4, 
V8, Lariat, Leather, 

Moonroof $12,995

$26,995 $31,995

Hurry In for the Best Selections!
The Deals are Heating Up!

dream with your 
eyes open!©

Let a RE/MAX Agent Guide You.

WARRENSBURG, MO

Located in Hawthorne Plaza between 
the new Aldi’s and the theater

at 1125 N. Simpson Dr.

We can be reached at 660-422-7813 or 
www.RUHomeSales.com

80645217
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WHITEMAN SCHEDULE SUMMER 2015
Classes may be cancelled or added depending on enrollment.

THE FOLLOWING CLASSES ARE NOW FORMING:
SESSION 1 JUNE 8th- JUNE 26th (5-9:20 pm)

Composition 1 Mon. - Wed.
Speech Mon. - Wed.

SESSION 2 JUNE 29- JULY 17th (5- 9:20 pm)
American History M-W

Speech M-W
Principles of Management M-W

SESSION 3A JULY 20th- AUG 7th (5-9:20pm)
Humanities T-Th

SESSION 3B JULY 20th- AUG 21st (5-9:20pm)
Collage Algebra M-W

Contact:
Sandy Mullins
401 Angus Lane
1 Mile West of McDonalds
Knob Noster, MO 65336
660-233-4170
smullins@national.edu

www.national.edu
Attention first time college students: Tutoring is always available during Knob Noster faculty hours.
Accredited by the Higher Learning Commission and a member of the North Central Association. www.ncahlc.org • (312) 263-0456

Accredited since 1941

Newly Remodeled
Facility Hours:
Monday-Friday
9:00am-5:00pm

NO APPLICATION FEE

80645702
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Automated
Continued from Page 4

Processing and submitting active-duty evaluations
through myPers will be mandatory for all officer evalu-
ations that close out on or after June 30 and for enlisted
evaluations beginning with the senior master sergeant static
closeout date of July 31.

Processing and submitting active-duty decorations
through myPers will be phased in as base certificate stock
is depleted.

“These are just two of several automated initiatives un-
derway right now,” Stingley said. “AFPC teams are con-
stantly looking at process improvements that better serve
our Airmen and enable us to focus on customer service.”

All Airmen can access myPers using their common ac-
cess card to login. For access from a personal computer,
Airmen can go to the myPers page and create an account via
the access information on the right side of the login page.

Once logged in to myPers, Airmen who need assistance
can select the “Contact Us” link from any myPers page to
reach the myPers-Total Force Service Center.

“Select ‘Email Us’ to correspond electronically or
choose ‘Other Contact Information’ to find phone numbers
and other options,” Stingley said. “Personnel specialists are
available to help with a wide variety of career questions and
processes, so give myPers a try. You may be surprised at
what you find there.”

Although supervisors of active-duty Airmen will not be
able to use the vPC until it is implemented in May, they
can review details on vPC by entering “vPC” in the search
window.

MyPers is the official site for all Air Force personnel top-
ics and has hundreds of informative articles on military and
civilian personnel programs such as promotions, reenlist-
ments, benefits and assignments, as well as access to trans-
actional personnel processes.

For more information about personnel programs, go to
myPers. Individuals who do not have a myPers account can
find instructions on how to create one by visiting http://www.
af.mil/News/ArticleDisplay/tabid/223/Article/588950

Nobodywelcomes a divorce. Butwe can guide
you through the legal process while

protecting your rights, and assist in achieving
the goals you desire. Call for a consultation.

- UncontestedOnly* -
Attorney Fee - $350.00
BEARD&

ASSOCIATES
LAWFIRM

660-827-5650
*Uncontested means that you and your spouse have an agreement as to your children, your property and debt, and
your maintenance.
**Does not include filing fee which varies by county ($102.00 Approx.) or the fee for service by publication if needed
or the class required for divorces with minor children.

Sometimes it’s not
“happily ever after”

Low-Cost Divorce

660-909-3102

5’X8’ UP TO 10’X50’,
PLUS SOME 12’ WIDE UNITS

Concrete Floors ~ Interior Lights



80639993

4 BR, 2 Bath, large, energy-efficient, all electric home 
on 20 acres, close to WAFB, blacktop access. Great for 
livestock, includes timber. All 4 bedrooms are oversized 
with expansive closets. $249,649. Reece & Nichols, 
Karen Kenepp 660-563-6505. 80643105

Turn Key Restaurant near Whiteman AFB, building and 
fixtures included. All the equipment in the kitchen stays 
to include the stove warming units, dishes. Priced to sell 
$35,000. Contact Kaye Gann (660) 233-3627.

80643098

Highly energy efficient home on 5 acres with easy
access to WAFB or UCM. 3 Bdrm., 2 Bath ranch with safe 
room. $219,900 Contact Re/Max United, Kerrie Shumate; 
agent 660-492-0705. 80643109

Spacious 4 Bdrm, 3 bath ranch with extra lot located in
Brookside Place, Warrensburg. Full Basement with 3rd utility 
garage, and numerous upgrades throughout. Call Elsberry Realty 
660-747-9129, or Bill Aldrich 660-441-2533. $274,900 80643112

3 days in the Democrat
3 days in a Plainsman
3 days in the Warrior

ESTABLISHED RESALE SHOP, 101 N. Main, Windsor,

MO. Nice historic building, great location at 4-way on

corner, parking 2 sides. Newly built walk, handicap ramp,

ceilings, lighting. Hardwood floors. $25K.

660-647- 2253, 660-287-2434

Show n Sell ads

Call your advertising representative 
today for more information

$9900

660-826-1000
80645530

ELEGANT HOUSE NEAR Country Club. 2160 W. 
Country Club Drive, Sedalia, MO. 3,100 square feet, 
0.89 acres, 4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths. $339,900. Contact 
573-424-2171 forsalebyowner.com

80642409

ANNOUNCEMENTS

REAL ESTATE SALES

REAL ESTATE SALES

REAL ESTATE SALES

REAL ESTATE SALES

REAL ESTATE SALES

For Sale By Owner

Houses For Sale

Miscellaneous

Home of the
Jump Start
Program!

Less than
‘perfect credit’?

Bankruptcy?
We can help!

NEW cars
as low as 6.9%!

Call
Kristina Jasper

Today!
800-382-5088
wkchevy.com

80
63

97
64

REAL ESTATE SALES

80
61

52
85

TONY R. KENDRICK
Owner/Broker

FOR SALE OR RENT
1, 2, 3, 4, 5 Bedroom
Various Floor Plans.
Call for Availability

660-747-5353

Houses For Sale

BY OWNER- AS IS: 3 Bed-
room, 2 bath, formal living &
family room, double garage,
fenced back yard, unfinished
basement. Best offer. Call
660-864-3472.

Lots

LAKE OF THE OZARKS -
FAMILY FUN - 3+ acre tracts

starting at $10,900, $195
Down, $139 per month.

Owner financing, no credit
checks, swimming, fishing and
boating. Free lale acess and
boat ramps. Sale ends JUNE
1st. Hwy. 135 South out of

Stover, MO. Take Lake Road
135-12 to the Ivy Bend Office.
Closed Tuesdays and Wed-

nesdays. Call anytime
(573) 372-6493.

ivybendlandoffice.com

Apartments /Townhouses

2 Br, 1 bath, washer & dryer,
re f r ige, s tove, newly re-
modeled, $550 + deposit. 660-
909-3453 Knob Noster area
AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY:
Nice 1 BR Apt., includes stove,
refrig & trash pick up, 12X30
garage, $320 mo. military dis-
count, $300 deposit, 12 month
lease. No Pets. 660-233-6107

Houses For Rent

ROOMS FOR RENT
$350 with access to house,

yard, and pool. Utilities
included. Female preferred.

660-441-3885

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

New Mattress Sets: Twin
$89.99; Full $99.22; Queen

$179.99; King $299.99;
Queen pillow top $249.99.

Dutch Kountry Market
Call 660-563-2941

10340 50 Hwy, Knob Noster

CLASSIFIEDS

Classifieds 15The Warrior
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