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U.S. Air Force photo/ Staff Sgt. Brigitte N. Brantley 
Staff Sgt. Brandon Hysell, from the 
509th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron 
propulsion shop, loosens blades on a 
B-2 Spirit engine during a basic propul-
sion class at the 372nd Training Squad-
ron, Det. 6, at Whiteman Air Force Base, 
Mo.,June 14, 2013. Basic, continuation 
and advanced classes are offered to 
engine mechanics at different points 
throughout their careers.

On the cover

From Jennies to jets to stealth bombers:
90 years of the 131st Bomb 

Wing and 110th Bomb Squadron

Senior Master Sgt. Mary-Dale Amison 
131st Bomb Wing Public Affairs

(Editor's note: This is part one of a three-part 
series. Look for part two in next week's paper.) 

From Jennies to jets to stealth bombers,the 
131st Bomb Wing’s history really began with 
its co-located flying squadron, now the 110th 
Bomb Squadron, which traces its roots back to 
the 110th Observation Squadron. 

The 110th OS was organized by Maj. Bill 
Robertson and his brothers, Lieutenants Frank 
and Dan Robertson, owners of Robertson Air-
craft Company. The Robertsons were aviation 
pioneers, noted for being the first two pilots 
from Missouri to enlist in World War I. Among 
their associates were a number of former Army 
Air Corps veterans and visionary young men 
who shared an interest in organizing a National 
Guard unit in St. Louis.

They strove to make this vision a reality; 
they worked with local newspapers to get the 
word out. 

These outlets informed the public that “along 
with aviators, a number of young men who 
wanted to learn to fly or maintain flying equip-
ment would also be taken as enlistments.”

Members would be paid for a maximum 
of 60 “drills” a year, which were described as 
periods of instruction in ground work, machine-
shop practice and flying. They would receive 
instruction in war maneuvers, and conduct 
bombing and machine-gun firing practice with 
targets on the nearby Missouri River. Person-
nel assigned to the photo section would learn to 
“make pictures for use in war” and intelligence 
personnel would be “trained as Scouts of the Air 
(observers).”

A five-day “recruiting drive” enlisted a total 
of 110 men, most of whom were World War I 

veterans. On June 23, 1923, the 110th OS, 110th 
Photo Section and 110th Intelligence Section 
(35th Division Aviation Section) from the Mis-
souri National Guard were federally recognized 
and Maj. Robertson became the first command-
ing officer.

The first headquarters for the unit was lo-
cated in a gas station on Manchester Avenue in 
St. Louis. From there, it moved to a small room 
over a grocery store on Olive Street Road in St. 
Louis County. Members participated in training 
at the airport, which at that time was little more 
than a pasture.

At first there were no uniforms for the enlist-
ed men. Their first flying equipment was a Cur-
tiss JN-4 “Jenny,” which was purchased through 
officer donations and used for flight training 
until early 1924, when they received three ad-
ditional World War I-surplus JN-4Hs. The pilots 
were eager to train; they would often fly three 
men to an aircraft, with one man strapped to a 
wing so they could switch off in mid-flight with-
out having to take time to land.

The planes were housed in corrugated sheet-

metal hangars erected on the field that had been 
built for the International Air Races of 1923. The 
110th received additional aircraft and equipment 
throughout 1924, and by year’s end,they had es-
tablished a well-planned training program.

Additional content for this story was pro-
vided by Tech. Sgt. Christopher Boehlein (131st 
Bomb Wing) and Charles Machon (Missouri 
State National Guard Museum curator).

The filling station headquarters of the 
110th Observation Squadron on Man-
chester Road, Saint Louis, circa 1923. 

Members of the 110th Observation Squadron in formation, circa 1928. 

Unidentified members of the 110th pose 
with a Missouri Mule at Robertson Field, 
Saint Louis, MO, 1925. The Missouri Mule 
has long been identified with the 110th 
and 131st as the mascot of the unit and 
appears on patches and aircraft.

Consolidated Aircraft Corporation PT-1 
“Trusty” on the line at Robertson Field, 
Saint Louis, 1925.

Members of the 110th Observation 
Squadron fly O-47A with pilot, navigator, 
and photographer onboard, circa 1938. 

Members of the 110th Observation 
Squadron fly an O-38E with pilot and 
photographer onboard, circa 1936.  The 
photographer is using a K-17 Observa-
tion camera.

Pilots of the 110th pose in front of an O-2H, circa 1929.

File photos/131st Bomb Wing
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NEWS BRIEFS
2013 Community Assessment 
Survey

The 2013 Community Assessment Survey 
is your opportunity to contribute to community 
action plans at your base, MAJCOM and the 
Air Force!

Starting 5 April 2013, you may be one of 
those chosen to receive an email invitation to 
participate in a survey concerning your expe-
riences as a member serving in the Air Force. 
Sharing your experiences and opinions in this 
survey is voluntary and will help us improve life 
for families in the Air Force Active Duty, Re-
serve components and DoD Civilian workforce.

The survey’s subject line will be ‘2013 
Community Assessment Survey (Survey Con-
trol Number AF13-141SGHW)’ and it will be 
from afcasurvey@ipsosresearch.com.  

If you have questions about this survey, you 
may contact this survey’s POC, Lt Col Wendy 
Travis at afmoa.communityassessmentsur-
vey@us.af.mil.

Disposition of personal effects
Captain Daniel Uchtmann is authorized 

to make disposition of the personal effects of 
SMSgt Stephen Counts deceased, 131 AMXS, 
as stated in AFI 34-511.  Any person’s having 
claims for or against the deceased please contact 
Captain Daniel Uchtmann at (660) 687-2015.

AF Housing
Visit www.housing.af.mil to find your new 

home with the Air Force. This website serves 
as a one-stop shop for airmen and their families 
to obtain information about the housing options 
and support services available to them at Air 
Force bases world-wide.

Whiteman Warrior
Story Ideas

The Public Affairs Office accepts story ideas 
for news and feature articles on people and or-
ganizations to help provide recognition of ex-
cellence in performance and set forth norms for 
mission accomplishment.

To submit an idea, call 660-687-6123, or 
email whiteman.warrior@us.af.mil

Air Force Accepting Prior
Service Applicants

Have you previously served as an enlisted 
member in the Air Force or other branch of the 
U.S. military? If so, and you were honorably 
discharged and have been out of the service less 
than six years, you may be eligible to serve in 
the U.S. Air Force. The Air Force is currently 
seeking individuals to serve in their previous 
job or to possibly retrain. To learn more, contact 
your local Air Force recruiter, call 1-800-423-
USAF or visit airforce.com and speak live with 
an Air Force adviser.

For more news briefs, visit http://www.
whiteman.af.mil/news/announcements/index.
asp

Weather
Today

Mostly Sunny
Hi 91
Lo 70
Sunday

Mostly Sunny
Hi 90
Lo 72

Saturday
Mostly Sunny

Hi 91
Lo 71

Monday
Mostly Sunny

Hi 90
Lo 73

AF Week in Photos

Around the Base

Things to do in the local area
Pony Express National Museum

Hours: Open 
Monday through 
Saturday from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
Sunday from 11 
p.m. to 4 p.m.

Cost: Adults are 
$6, seniors 60+ are 
$4, students (7-18) 
are $3 and children 
6 and under are 
free.

Location: 914 
Penn Street, St. Joseph, MO 64506 (About two hours from White-
man AFB)

For more information, visit http://www.stjomo.com/see-do/mu-
seums/pony-express-national-museum/ or call (800) 785-0360

Kansas City Zoo
Hours: Open Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 

Saturday through Sunday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Cost: Adults are $11.50, seniors 55+ are $10.50, children 3-11 

are $8.50 and children under 2 are free. Residents of Jackson and 
Clay Counties receive special pricing – $5 for adults, $4.50 for se-
niors and $4 for children. 

Location: 6800 Zoo Drive, Kansas City, MO 64132 (About 1 
hour, 15 minutes from Whiteman AFB)

For more information, visit http://www.kansascityzoo.org/ or 
call (816) 513-5800

Laura Ingalls Wilder Museum

Hours: Open Monday through Saturday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
and Sundays from 12:30 p.m. to 5 p.m.

Cost: Adults 18+ are $10, seniors 65+ are $8, children 6-17 are 
$6 and children under 6 are free

Location: 3068 Highway A, Mansfield, MO, 65704 (About 3 
hours from Whiteman AFB)

For more information, visit http://www.lauraingallswilderhome.
com/ or call (877) 924.7126

U.S. Air Force photo/Senior Airman Lausanne Morgan 
Senior Airman Chris Sanders enters the water during rescue dive training, May 30, 2013, in Stoney Cove, England. Parares-
cuemen trained in a controlled environment allowing them to focus on their curriculum without being disturbed. Sanders 
is a pararescueman assigned to the 56th Rescue Squadron.
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From the Frontlines:
Senior Airman
Byron Caraway

By Airman 1st Class Bryan Crane
509th Bomb Wing Public Affairs

Some Airmen will go on a deployment
and be tasked to do the same job they would
perform at their home station, while other de-
ployments bring Airman out of their comfort
zone and into a new learning experience.

For Senior Airman Byron Caraway, 509th
Comptroller Squadron financial management
flight document control, his first deployment
was certainly one of the latter.

Caraway deployed to Ali Al Saleem Air
Base in Kuwait from October 2012 through
April 2013, where he worked in force protec-
tion watching over third country nationals.

“Normally I am sitting at a desk reviewing
documents for the finance flight,” Caraway
said. “While deployed it was a lot different
because I was out on the base in different ar-
eas watching over workers, ensuring they get
their work done.”

Third country nationals work on base
projects such as building runways and new
facilities. Caraway and others guarantee that
these members complete the job and keep the
base safe in the execution of those jobs.

“Our job was important because we en-
sured that there were no incidents that arose
that could have put the base, civilians, and
other military personnel in danger,” Caraway
said.

A typical day for Caraway would begin at
5:30 a.m. He would report to work and check
the day’s schedule; depending on the job, his
responsibilities could start at different times
and be located anywhere on base.

“We made sure the TCNs entered the base
safely by checking all personnel and their ve-
hicles,” Caraway said. “We would then watch
them throughout the day, relaying every hour
to an overseer on how many TCNs we were
escorting because we had to maintain a 1:10
military personnel to TCN ratio.”

Caraway enjoyed his deployment and
missed the little things he took for granted.

“I missed celebrating the holidays with
my family the most,” Caraway said. “I also
missed the basic freedoms of everyday life
that I never thought would be significant– not
needing permission to go get whatever food
I want or going to Kansas City with friends.
These are things I will make sure I appreciate
more now that I’m back.”

The best part of Caraway’s deployment
was the friends he made while in Kuwait.

“The fact that I found some good people
to befriend early on helped me realize the
value of camaraderie,” Caraway said. “The
deployment experience would have certainly
been hindered had I not had others to trust
and turn to. There were parts of the deploy-
ment that were tough for all of us. Knowing
that we had each other to help with stress,
anxiety and depression helped make the de-
ployment experience a lot smoother.”

Caraway lived in dorms while deployed,
with three people to each room.

“I’m very thankful for our living condi-
tions because we definitely could have been
less fortunate,” Caraway said. “We had full
bathrooms and showers with hot water. We
had Wifi hot-spots virtually all over the base
simply because we used our recycled plastic
to fund our Wifi.”

Caraway said that he would enjoy going
on another deployment in the future.

“My deployment was indeed an experi-
ence,” he said. “It was an eye-opener for
how others who lived on the other side of the
globe were earning their living day to day.
Knowing that I’m in a completely different
land, with completely different rules, certain-
ly taught me the importance of the rights we
have here in the States.”

Caraway is originally from Chicago, Ill.,
and has been stationed at Whiteman since
April, 2010.

The DD Form 214, “Certificate of Re-
lease or Discharge from Active Duty”
is provided on your release from active
duty, discharge, separation or retirement.
The information on your DD Forms 214
is used for benefits eligibility and legal
verification of your military service. It is
important to keep your military personnel
records accurate.

If while you are in service, you find any
information that needs to be corrected or
added on any of your DD Forms 214, you
can submit a request online to have a DD
Form 215, “Correction to DD Form 214,
Certificate of Release or Discharge from
Active Duty” prepared for that form and
distributed.

Usually your need for a DD Form 215
is to document information that was not
available when the original DD Form 214
was produced, but it can also be used to

correct certain specific pieces of informa-
tion that are in error.

To submit your request, log on to
myPers at mypers.af.mil. From the myPers
homepage, go to the “I Would Like To…”
section and select “Access the vPC-GR
Dashboard” link, choose the “Action Re-
quest” tab and select “Correction to My
DD Form 214.” Fill out the information
in the “DD Form 215 Request Worksheet”
and attach any required documentation.

If you need assistance at any time
when submitting your request, click on
the “Contact Us” link from the myPers
website to reach a customer service rep-
resentative.

Request a correction to your
DD Form 214 online

Diplodocuses didn’t advertise and...
they no longer exist!
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Story and photos by
Staff Sgt. Nick Wilson
509th Bomb Wing Public Affairs

While Airmen serve on the frontlines, de-
pendents and spouses back home often look for 
ways to ease the stress that comes along with 
their loved ones being gone.

To help lighten the load for military families, 
the Whiteman Air Force Base Airman and Fam-
ily Readiness Center offers the Hearts Apart pro-
gram. This month’s Hearts Apart event was held 
at the Chartreuse Moose, a pottery design shop in 
Warrensburg, Mo., June 10.

“Hearts Apart is an event we hold monthly 
that builds resiliency among family members 
who have an Airman that is currently deployed 
or at a remote location,”said Senior Master Sgt. 
Mona Wendzillo, 509th Force Support Squadron 
Airman and Family Readiness Center NCO in 
charge. “We’re bringing military spouses with 
like-minded situations together. They’re missing 
their spouses and this provides an outlet for them 
to get together at a social event.”

Wendzillo said events like Hearts Apart help 
show military dependents that the Air Force 
cares about them.

“Military spouses are an extremely important 
part of the mission,” Wendzillo said. “We appre-
ciate the support they provide to their military 
members.”

One unique aspect of Hearts Apart is that 
each monthly Hearts Apart event takes place at 
a different location.

“We try to think outside the box for Hearts 
Apart events,”Wendzillo said. “In addition to 
pottery, we’ve done pampering parties, potlucks 
and bingo. We’d also like to try to go to movies 
and Kansas City Royals games.”

Wendzillo said one thing that makes Hearts 
Apart important is the fact that the military takes 
care of families.

“We care about these families because they 
are a high priority to us,” Wendzillo said. “Their 
well-being is important to us. These events bring 
people together as a family because the Air Force 
is a family.”

The family members that attend Hearts Apart 
events on a regular basis provide a major source 
of motivation for Wendzillo in her planning and 
organizing of these opportunities.

“When spouses and dependents come to 
Hearts Apart events because of repeat deploy-
ments, it’s so important to me to make each and 
every one of them feel like they are important,” 
Wendzillo said.“Whether we have two people 
show up or 32 people show up, they’re still im-
portant to us and we still want to do that event 
for them.”

With more than 30 participants at this most 
recent event, Wendzillo said the overall turnout 
was a good one.

“I thought the Chartreuse Moose had a great 
showing of both parents and their children work-
ing to create their artistic masterpieces,” said 
Amy Creighton, 509th Bomb Wing Hearts 
Apart volunteer. “I love working with children, 
and am always glad to help out with the Airman 
and Family Readiness Center events.”

A major benefit of the Hearts Apart program 
is that it helps families take their minds off their 
stressful situation and allows them to focus on 
something fun and positive, said Senior Airman 
Staci Cooper, 509th Operations Support Squad-
ron Hearts Apart volunteer. 

“Events like this are important because it gets 
to support families that are missing their loved 
ones,” Cooper said. “The event helped with mo-
rale because we were intermingling and getting 
to know one other while having a great time.”

In addition to the morale booster Hearts Apart 
provides, the event also relieves parents from the 
stress that could possibly come along with hav-
ing to pay for an event for the entire family, Wen-
dzillo said.

“I think they really like the idea of having 
something they don’t have to plan,” Wendzillo 
said. “All they have to do is show up.”

Wendzillo said there are also Hearts Apart 
events that temporarily separate children from 
parents, so mothers and fathers have some time 
to unwind from being alone with the children.

“Sometimes we’ll have game nights where 
our child monitors will take care of the ‘kiddos’ 
so the parents can decompress,” Wendzillo said. 
“We’ve also had military family and life consul-
tants come to events to talk to children and par-
ents.”

Wendzillo said that most deployed Airmen 
are happy to see that their families are being 
taken care of by the base and their units while 
they are overseas.

“The spouse that is away feels good when 
their family is actually participating in those ac-
tivities,” Wendzillo said. “Some people come 
back and say, ‘Wow my spouse had so much fun 
with the Hearts Apart.’”

Overall, the monthly Hearts Apart events are 
one way the Airmen and Family Readiness Cen-
ter builds resiliency by sustaining families while 
loved ones are gone, said Wendzillo.

“The A&FRC gives families a great oppor-
tunity to experience what the community has to 
offer, as well as a chance to make new friends,” 
Creighton said.“This was an evening of fun, 
laughter, and smiles for everyone that attended, 
including me.  And that is ALWAYS good for 
morale and the human spirit!”

Hearts Apart builds families’ resiliency

A child paints pottery during a Hearts Apart event at the Chartreuse Moose in War-
rensburg, Mo., June 17, 2013. Hearts Apart is a monthly program the Airman and Fam-
ily Readiness Center uses to help build resiliency in family members by offering fun 
events for military spouses and dependents.

A military spouse paints a motorcycle 
during a Hearts Apart event at the Char-
treuse Moose in Warrensburg, Mo., June 
17, 2013. Monthly Hearts Apart outings 
like this one help promote camarade-
rie among spouses and dependents by 
providing them a time and place to get 
together with others who are also going 
through the same situations.

ABOVE: Cassie Krzys, wife of John 
Krzys, from the 509th Logistics Readi-
ness Squadron, paints pottery with her 
daughter during a Hearts Apart event at 
the Chartreuse Moose in Warrensburg, 
Mo., June 17, 2013. Hearts Apart is a pro-
gram the military uses to keep families 
connected while Service members are 
deployed.
LEFT: Airmen and dependents paint pot-
tery during a Hearts Apart event at the 
Chartreuse Moose in Warrensburg, Mo., 
June 17, 2013. Sponsored by the Airman 
& Family Readiness Center, the Hearts 
Apart program provides an opportunity 
for military dependents to participate in 
various activities and connect with other 
individuals who are going through simi-
lar situations.

Senior Master Sgt. Mary-Dale Amison, 131st Bomb Wing Public Affairs superinten-
dent, paints pottery with Lillian Johnson, 20th Reconnaissance Squadron sensor op-
erator, during a Hearts Apart event at the Chartreuse Moose in Warrensburg, Mo., 
June 17, 2013. Although the event was targeted at spouses and dependents with de-
ployed family members, anyone on base can attend.
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Juneteenth Celebration

U.S. Air Force photos/
Airman 1st Class Shelby R. Orozco

One hundred fifty years ago Abraham 
Lincoln signed the Emancipation Procla-
mation which officially granted American 
slaves their freedom. To honor this mile-
stone in America’s history, Higginsville,
Mo., holds a day-long extravaganza sim-
ply called ‘Juneteenth Celebration.’ Mem-
bers of Whiteman’s 509th Bomb Wing
Honor Guard and the 509th Comptroller 
Squadron help support the day by walk-
ing within a parade. 

KNOB NOSTER
JUST OUTSIDE WHITEMAN AIR FORCE BASE

WelcomeTo

A growing, friendly
community where

people and businesses
are ready to serve you!

Professional Women’s Organization–1st Mon. of each month - Basement of
City Hall
Lion’s Club–2nd & 4th Mon. 7 p.m. - Jubilation Center
Chamber of Commerce–2nd Thurs. of each month.

Call Husineh Curts @ 660-238-6201 for more info.
Masons–2nd & 4th Thurs. 7:00 p.m. - Knob Noster Masonic Lodge AF & AM
Garden Club–1st Thurs. of each month 6:30 p.m. - Trails Regional Library -
Knob Noster Branch

Alcoholics Anonymous (AA)–Every Fri. 8 p.m. - Basement of Methodist
Church
Knob Noster Board of Aldermen–1st & 3rd Tues. each month - Basement of
City Hall
Whiteman Area Piecemakers Quilt Guild–3rd Thurs. each month 7 p.m. -
Methodist Church
AMVETS–Membership Dinner 1st Tues. each month 6 p.m. - AMVETS
Building

VFW–1st Fri. each month 7 p.m. - VFW Building
VFW Auxiliary–1st Fri. each month 7 p.m. - VFW Building
Boy Scouts - Troop 509 Methodist Church, Peter Blaszczyk, 660-563-6333
Cub Scouts - Pack 405 Bill Sander 687-1154
Cub Scouts - Pack 509 Methodist Church
Girl Scouts - Jo Ellen Elwell 563-3514
Freedom of Road Riders, Local 33 - 3rd Sun. 1 p.m. - AMVETS Building

LOCAL ACTIVITIES

CHRISTIAN BOOK STORE
The Sparrow’s Nest Christian Book & Gift Shop
110 N. State St. • Downtown Knob Noster • 660-563-7777
Serving Him by serving you. Full Line Christian Book Store, Proverbs 3:5-6
Willow Tree • Jim Shore • Christian Tapestries & Pictures • Statuary • Unique Christian Stealth Mdse.

DENTISTRY
Michael Hanna, D.D.S.

563-6030 • 204 N. Adams - Knob Noster
Monday & Tuesday 8 to 5

RESTAURANT

TEA ROOM/GIFT SHOP

VARIETY
Dutch Kountry Market

Open 7 days a week Bulk food • Spices • Crafts • Furniture
10340 50 Hwy 660-563-2941 Knob Noster

It doesn’t cost to
advertise. It pays!

YOU GET
RESULTS!

Oriental Cuisine Of Knob Noster
Korean, Japanese & Chinese Food Served • Dine-In or Take-Out

Mon.-Thurs.: 11am - 2:30pm, Fri. 11am - 8:30pm
102 N. State St. • (4-way stop)563-2423

RESTAURANT
The Station On State

Breakfast, Hand-Pattied Burgers & Sandwiches, Soup & Salad Bar • Beer & Wine
Hours: Mon-Wed 7am - 2pm • Thu-Sat 7am-9pm

219 N. State St • 660-563-3150 • www.thestationonstate.com

FLEA MARKET & ANTIQUES
The Strawberry Patch

Individual Booth Spaces - Large Variety Of Unique Items
Hours: Tues.-Fri. 10am - 5pm, Sat. 10am-3pm

108 N. State St., Downtown Knob Noster 660-563-3944

Time For Tea
Tea Room - Antique & Gift Shop

Fresh Baked Goods, Soups, Salads & Sandwiches • Lunch Served 11 am - 1 pm Mon.-Sat.
~ OVER 70 DIFFERENT TEAS ~ 111 W. McPherson 563-4TEA

FLOWERS & GIFTS
Knob Florist

103 N. State St. - Knob Noster • 660-563-5795 • 1-800-582-5662
Fresh Cut Flowers • Arrangements & Specialty Items
M-F 9-5 • Sat. 9-1 • DELIVERY WITHIN 30 MILES!

BANKS
Equity Bank

On-line banking • 24 Hr. ATM • Check out our Spirit Account for military personnel
200 N. State St. • 563-3011 • www.equitybank.com

FITNESS
Studio Arriba

600 E. Allen St. • Knob Noster • 563-9063
Specializing in Zumba Fitness

Classes Monday-Saturday • For details: www.studioarriba.com

HAIR SALONS
CO-ED CREATIONS Salon

The Largest Salon in Knob Noster
Military Cuts, Perms, Colors, Highlights, Nails, Body Wraps, Tanning, Waxing & Ear Piercing
Open Monday - Saturday 205 B North Adams Knob Noster 563-3553 • Like Us On Facebook

RUSTIC HOME DECOR & GIFT SHOP
Whimsy Lane

Hand Woven Baskets - Barn Stars - Greeting Cards - Pepper Jellies - Wind & Willow Mixes
Hours: Tues.-Fri. 10am-6pm, Saturday 10am-4pm

106 E. McPherson, Downtown Knob Noster • 660-563-3398

LODGING
EconoLodge

W. Hwy 50 & 132 563-3000
Quality Rooms • Affordable Rates • Conference Room • Coin-Op Laundry
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By Staff Sgt. Brigitte N. Brantley
509th Bomb Wing Public Affairs

Everything about the B-2 Spirit screams stealth. 
Its leading edges are curved to reflect radio waves. Its jet-black 

surface is coated with radar-absorbing material. Its four engines 
are buried inside the body.

Although these design characteristics are a major reason why 
the B-2 remains undetected, perhaps most important to its stealthi-
ness are the maintainers behind the scenes.

Each time a Spirit lands on the Whiteman flightline, these 
highly trusted maintainers have only eight to 12 hours to get the 
$2.1-billion bomber back in the air. With millions of parts and end-
less possibilities for something to go wrong, it is a daunting task. 

To make sure the process happens the way it should, instructors 
from the 372nd Training Squadron, Det. 6, take Airmen right from 
technical school, as well as experienced Airmen from other air-
frames, under their wings to teach them the ins and outs of work-
ing with the B-2.

“Training is critical; it’s the way the Air Force provides security 
for the nation,” said Master Sgt. James Boone, the detachment’s 
production superintendent and propulsions instructor. “If we don’t 
do it, or if we don’t have the means or the money to do it, then all 
we have are backyard mechanics working on multibillion-dollar 
aircraft, and that can go south quickly.”

Administratively, Det. 6 is supported by the 982nd Training 
Group at Sheppard Air Force Base, Texas, which provides them 
with the tools and means needed to fully support the B-2 mission. 

The detachment’s classes cover several detailed aspects of 
the bomber, including radar, avionics, propulsion, egress, fuels, 
pneudraulics, electro-environmental, wire repair, low observables, 
flight controls, aerospace ground equipment, aircraft general and 
weapons. The classes incorporate a balance of in-class instruction 
and hands-on application.

“On the flightline and in the backshop, we’re always moving, 
always hustling to get the job done,” said Airman 1st Class Jared 
Slaton, a B-2 propulsions specialist from the 509th Maintenance 
Squadron.“It’s good to have training specifically on what we need 
to do. We also have more time to focus on what we’re actually 
doing.

“Another thing I really enjoy about being in this class is work-

ing with other flightline guys,” Slaton added. “This class helps us 
bond on a more personal level. We all work kind of differently, so 
it’s not just learning the class’ lessons … it’s also learning about 
the others and how they work and their way of doing things.”

This coming together of different flightline-based Air Force 
specialty codes lasts anywhere from one to 32 academic days, and 
most classes have two to four students. 

The low student-teacher ratio ensures the instructors can build a 
strong rapport with their students. Even with the low ratio, that can 
still sometimes be challenging given the needs and personalities of 
students in each course. 

“The challenging part is being able to find the right balance of 
instructing different students,” said Boone. “For example, the class 
I’m teaching now includes an airman first class who has been in for 
one year and a technical sergeant who has been in for 12 years, but 
I have to instruct them at the same time. 

“I have to explain different things to the younger Airman, but 
he also has more experience with the engine interior, so it goes 
both ways,” he added. “It’s all about feeling out who needs what 
kind of attention and what kind of instruction is best for them.”

Boone added that like the students, he also enjoys seeing the 
flightline and backshop guys interacting and sharing their knowl-
edge. But more than anything, he likes seeing his students “get it.”

“A good day for me is when that light bulb goes on,” Boone 
said. “It feels great to see them apply what I’ve taught, read the 
technical order and then remove a piece off the engine. I can see 
when it clicks and all makes sense.”

A typical morning at the detachment starts with a lesson onU.S. 
Air Force and 509th Bomb Wing history to help the students con-
nect with their place in history, and then continues onto the day’s 
objectives. 

“Once we have all the technical orders open and we’re work-
ing on the lesson, the instructor asks us questions and inspects our 
work like he’s quality assurance,” Slaton said. “It’s really helpful 
to have that instant feedback.”

In the end, all the lessons, questions and inspections culminate 
when the students are handed their diplomas and head back to the 
flightline to keep Whiteman’s fleet of 20 B-2s in the air.

“There’s a tragic end if we as engine mechanics don’t do our 
job,” said Boone. “People we don’t want to die, die. People we 
want to die, don’t. It’s critical that we do it right.”

No backyard mechanics

Master Sgt. James Boone, 372nd Training Squadron, Det. 6, production superintendent and propulsion instruc-
tor, gives hands-on engine help to Staff Sgt. Brandon Hysell of the 509th Maintenance Squadron propulsion 
shop during a basic propulsion class at Whiteman Air Force Base, Mo., June 14, 2013. Classes at the detach-
ment range from just two to four students to make sure the instructors have time to give students this one-on-
one attention.

Senior Airman John T. Eckardt, 372nd Training Squadron, Det. 6, B-2 Spirit instruments 
and flight controls instructor, works on a pitch torque tube and pitch positioning sensor 
assembly at Whiteman Air Force Base, Mo., June 12, 2013. Being able to follow the main-
tenance process of this operation is just one of the many things Eckardt must demon-
strate before being fully qualified as an instructor.

Senior Airman John T. Eckardt, 372nd Training Squadron, Det. 6, B-2 Spirit instru-
ments and flight controls instructor, demonstrates his ability to work on a pitch 
torque tube and pitch positioning sensor assembly at Whiteman Air Force Base, 
Mo., June 12, 2013. Once he is a fully qualified instructor, he will pass his knowl-
edge onto Airmen new to the career field, as well as experienced Airmen from other 
airframes. 

Senior Airman John T. Eckardt, 372nd Training Squadron, Det. 6, B-2 Spirit instruments and flight controls instructor, 
determines the best way to fix a pitch torque tube and pitch positioning sensor assembly at Whiteman Air Force Base, 
Mo., June 12, 2013.  One of the many challenges avionic mechanics face is limited room to maneuver their bodies and 
hands inside the panels.

Bolts used to hold together the front 
frame of a B-2 Spirit propulsions as-
sembly await use during a basic propul-
sions class June 12, 2013, at the 372nd 
Training Squadron, Det. 6, at Whiteman 
Air Force Base, Mo. Once students 
graduate the class, they take their new 
knowledge back to their units on the 
flightline and backshop. U.S. Air Force photos/Staff Sgt. Brigitte N. Brantley
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Chiefs' Choice 
Award

U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Keenan Berry 

The Whiteman Chiefs' Group presents Master Sgt. Jen-
nifer Wakefield, 509th Communication Squadron client
services superintendent, with the Chiefs' Choice Award at
Whiteman Air Force Base, Mo., June 19, 2013. The award is 
given to a Whiteman team member every month following
a nomination by a chief master sergeant and recognizes
outstanding monthly performance.

Independent Fundamental

Wednesday
Bible Study

7pm

Grace Baptist Church
3304 S. Ingram • Sedalia

826-
2918
Pastor
Alvin
Sipe

Sunday School
9:45am
Worship
Sunday

10:45am &
6pm

Knob Noster
United

Methodist Church
106 E. Wimer,

Knob Noster, MO 65336
660.563.2724

knobumc@knumc.com
Sunday Worship:

10:45
Sunday School:

9:30

212 N. Main St.
Warrensburg

“The Church that love is building”
Rev. Terrence Moody - Pastor

660-747-5685

Sunday School Starts
11:45 AM

Sunday Worship Service
10:00 AM

Thurs., Midweek Service
6:30 pm - 8:00 pm

Bethel Baptist
Church

Join Us!
Sunday School 10am
Morning Worship 11am
Evening Worship 6pm

Wednesday:Prayer & Bible Study 7pm
• Nursery & Kids programs for ALL ages•

416 NW Highway 13
Warrensberg, MO•660-747-2173
(4 miles N. of Warrensburg)
�Making a differance one person at a time�

�Independent, Bible Centered�

“A Church With A
Heart Of Love”

Sunday Worship 10:00am
Sunday School 9:00am
Pastor Greg Morris
777 NE Highway 23

563-3810

First
Baptist
Church
110 E. McPherson
Knob Noster

Pastor: Jim Richards
Sunday School 9:30am
Worship 10:45am
Nursery Provided
563-3071

PRA
YE
R

MIN
IST
RY

WITNESS

DISCIPLESHIP�
Warrensburg

Church of Christ
722 S. Maguire

Warrensburg, MO 64093

“The Churches of Christ salute you!”
Rom. 16:16

Email: contactus@cofcwsbg.org
Web address: http://www.cofcwsbg.org

660-747-5519

SUNDAY
9:30am - Sunday School
10:30 am - Worship
6:00 pm - Worship
WEDNESDAY
7:00 pm - Bible Study

WARRENSBURG
Everyone Needs A Place To Come Home To

Join us every Saturday
5 miles W. of Warrensburg at the
intersection of Hwys 50 & 58.

Worship Service 11:00 a.m.
Sabbath School 9:45 a.m.

Pastor Al Oetman
660-287-5849

CROSSROADS
Seventh Day

Adventist Church Charity Christian
Revival Center

59 NE D. Hwy.- Knob Noster
Apostle Willie Shields, Jr.

563-4813
charitychristiancenter.org

Sunday School 10:00am
Worship Service 11:00am

(Children’s Church & Nursery
Available)

Wednesday Praise Service 7:00pm

FAITH LUTHERANCHURCH
MISSOURI SYNOD

507 S. WASHINGTON KNOB NOSTER
660-563-5973

Sunday Worship 9:30 AM
Sunday School 10:45 AM

Adult & Children
Jr. High and High School Youth

Groups Meet Monthly

Bring Your Family and Come
Join Us This Sunday

(ACROSS FROM THE HIGH SCHOOL)

...be filled with the Spirit.
Ephesians 5:18

First Assembly
of God

Dr. Alvin Langston
Dr. Esther Kay Langston

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.

Midweek Renewal 7:00 p.m. Wed’s.

240 NW Highway 13 ~ Warrensburg
660-747-6762
www.AG-WBG.org

Calvary Episcopal Church
713 S. Ohio Avenue
Sedalia, MO 65301

660-826-4873
www.calvarye.org

Sunday Eucharist at 10:00 a.m.
Children’s Sunday school at 9:00 a.m.

KKIINNGGDDOOMM
BBEELLIIEEVVEERRSS

540 E. Young Ave. Ste J
Warrensburg, MO 64093

Service Times
Tues. Prayer Service.........................7:00 pm
Wed. Believers Bible Study...................7:00 pm
Sun. Morning Worship...................11:00 am

Friend Us On Facebook:
Kingdom Believers Christian Church

“Bringing God’s People Into His Presence”
If you have any questions send 

us a message on Facebook

“Applying God’s Word in 
Today’s World”

Childcare Available
1302 S. Maguire 
Warrensburg

747-9186
Web Site: www.fbcwburg.org

Email: fbcwburg@fbcwburg.org

First Baptist Church

Sunday Worship 9:00 & 10:45 am

Sunday School 9:00 & 10:30 am

Abundant Life
Ministries Apostolic

123 E. Gay Street, S-3 
Warrensburg, Mo 64093

Sunday
Sunday School 10:00 am
Morning Worship 11:00 am

Wednesday
Prayer Service 6:00 pm

Pastors John & Gwyn Harrington
Visit us at: www.almschurch.org

For info, please call 660-909-4940
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U.S. Air Force photos/
Staff Sgt. Jason Huddleston and Airman 1st Class Bryan Crane

Dempsey to Minot AFB Airmen: Nuclear 
enterprise is top priority
By Tech. Sgt. Thomas Dow
Minot Air Force Base Public Affairs

MINOT AIR FORCE BASE, N.D. (AFNS)  -- More 
than 1,000 Airmen, spouses and local community members 
turned out here June 17, for a town hall meeting with the 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

Army Gen. Martin E. Dempsey said he came to Minot 
AFB because he wanted a chance to interact with those per-
forming what he called “the vital work for our nation,” not-
ing that throughout the life of the B-52 Stratofortress and 
intercontinental ballistic missile force, there has been a his-
tory of silent, dedicated service, often in times of hardship 
and uncertainty.

The overarching topic of discussion for the chairman’s 
remarks was budget concerns, ranging from how seques-
tration spending cuts would affect the nuclear mission to 
whether or not Airmen’s base pay will be cut.

But when it comes to readiness and the nuclear enter-
prise, Dempsey said, the United States “will never fail to 

do what is right. We will find the resources to do what is 
needed.”

The Defense Department’s No. 1 priority is the defense 
of the homeland, he added, which means maintaining a 
credible and reliable nuclear deterrent.

“The nuclear enterprise is a top priority because it has 
kept us safe for the last 60 years,” the nation’s top military 
officer said.

Dempsey also fielded questions from the audience relat-
ing to the isolated environment that airmen at Minot AFB 
face on a daily basis. He regaled the audience about the 
three years he spent in the 1970s patrolling the West Ger-
man border as a young lieutenant in a remote and austere 
environment, quite similar to what Airmen experience in 
North Dakota. This gave him a sense of service and duty, 
probably before many of his U.S. Military Academy class-
mates, he said.

“There is something extraordinary about doing some-
thing above and beyond what others are doing,” he said.

Dempsey also urged Minot AFB Airmen to maintain a 

balance of character and competence in their lives. “You 
need to wake up in the morning and think about how to be 
a better person,” he said. “In our profession, you need to be 
able to count on the person to your left and right.”

The chairman also assured the Minot AFB audience that 
the issue of sexual assault in the military is receiving the at-
tention it needs from Pentagon leaders.

“We are working this issue as hard as anything, and at 
the highest level,” he said. As leaders consider changing the 
Uniform Code of Military Justice and changing policies to 
address the problem, he added, there is a need to get hold 
of the issue on the front end to change the climate that has 
permitted it to fester.

“What I need is the leaders at the tactical level to not ac-
cept (sexual assault),” he said.

Turning again to the defense budget, Dempsey said it is 
his responsibility to try to give civilian and military mem-
bers a sense of certainty. Going year by year in the budget 
process causes uncertainty, he added, and the goal is to fore-
cast budgets to allow service members to plan for the future.
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FSS change of command

U.S Air Force photo/Airman 1st Class Bryan Crane 
Major Chip Hollinger, 509th Force Support Squadron commander, receives the
guidon from Col. Christopher Darling, 509th Mission Support Group command-
er, during the FSS change of command at Whiteman Air Force Base, Mo., June
19, 2013. Hollinger takes over a force support squadron that has recently won
the John L. Hennessey award.

Getting the best deal has never been easier.
 Stop in today for hassle-free savings and

 fast fi nancing approval.

80
00

16
02

$16,979 $17,849
2012 Chevrolet Malibu2LT 2009 Nissan Murano SL AWD 

$20,488
2012 Chevorlet Cruze 2T

2012 Ford Fiesta SE
 $15,774

2011 Mazda 3 Hatchback 
$16,999

2011 Kia Optima Sedan
$16,777

2011 Infi niti G25 AWD
$23,997

2013 Chevrolet Suburban LT 4X4 
$42,765

2013 Chevrolet Captiva LTZ FWD
$24,488

2010 Toyota Camry LE
$14,447

2007 Cadillac Escalade AWD 
$24,988

2008 GMC Yukon Denali AWD 
$27,489

2008 Toyota Highlander Sport AWD   
$19,999

2007 Hummer H3 4X4
$19,788 

2008 Mazda RX-8
$14,849

Hurry Inventory Is Limited!!

Local (660) 747-91650 Toll Free (888) 747-5960
Hwy. 50 West-1mi. West of Worrensbury www.lotspeichauto.com
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Balfour Beatty
Communities Promotes
Safety Awareness

Have you come across the Balfour
Beatty Communities Zero Harm logo
or had the opportunity to meet BAL-4
or B-T, the defenders of our communi-
ties? Many of our residents recognize
the Zero Harm yellow banner and our
robot friends—but what do they stand
for? Safety is a company focus at Bal-
four Beatty—safety of our residents,
contractors, and employees.

Zero Harm
More than just a slogan, Balfour Be-

atty puts safety at the forefront of ev-
ery move we make. If you notice any
unsafe practices or are concerned about
the safety in your home or community,
please contact the Balfour Beatty Com-
munities office at 660-687-0559.

BAL-4 & B-T
While parents and neighbors within

our communities protect and serve our
country, BAL-4 and his sidekick B-T
educate and empower children within
our communities to protect themselves
and their family and to live safe and
strong lives. For safety and environ-
mental games and activities and to learn
more about BAL-4 & B-T visit the Kids
Corner section of your property web-
site!

In celebration of National Safety
Month, Balfour Beatty called on our all-
star employees to share safety tips with
our residents. See below for safety snip-
pets— for the full-length articles, visit
our Better Living blog at http://better-
living.balfourbeattycommunities.com.

Taken from“Distracted Behind the
Wheel” by Jessica Ennis, LifeWorks

Coordinator, NS Mayport Homes–“Text
messaging behind the wheel has become
the most concerning type of distracted
driving because it involves visual, man-
ual and cognitive attention from the
driver. According to the Virginia Tech
Transportation Institute, text messag-
ing creates a crash risk 23 times worse
than driving without distractions. Also,
sending or receiving texts while driving
takes the driver’s eyes off the road for
approximately 4.6 seconds. This action
is equivalent to driving the length of a
football field, blind-folded at 55 mph.”

“Luckily, distracted driving is some-
thing that is easily prevented just by be-
ing aware of your behavior. The Gov-
ernor’s Highway Safety Association
suggests turning off your phone or si-
lencing it before getting into your ve-
hicle. Another tip is to set up a special
message that you can send callers to let
them know that you are driving. If there
is an emergency, pull over to a safe area
to respond. Finally, make sure you are
familiar with local laws as many states
prohibit the use of hand held devices
while driving.”

Taken from“Skin Care Safety” by
Kristen Connor, Resident Specialist/
LifeWorks Coordinator, NAVSTA New-
port Homes— “Applying sunscreen to
exposed areas of your body including
face, neck, arms, and legs should be one
of the most important things you do dur-
ing your daily morning routine… Skin
cancer is the most common form of can-
cer in the United States, and 90 percent
of skin cancers occur because of expo-
sure to ultraviolet sunrays.”

“In order to prevent skin cancer, you
should apply at least a 30 SPF or higher
sunscreen every single day. Just because
it is hazy or cold outside, does not mean
you should forget about wearing sun-
screen that day. The sun’s ultraviolet
rays can penetrate through the haze and
cold to permanently damage your skin.
If you plan to spend extended time in
the sun, in addition to the sunscreen,
you should wear protective clothing in-
cluding hats and sunglasses. You should
also check your body for any strange
marks that may change in appearance or
size.”

For additional safety tips, be sure to
check out the safety page of our proper-
ty website at whitemanafbfamiliyhous-
ing.com/resident-resources/safety.

Quick Response codes enable
readers to access additional

content outside the publication.
Most QR code readers are

available for free in the Android
Market and App Store.

The Official
Whiteman Website

The Official
Whiteman AFB
Facebook Page
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O�ce: 747-7043
David Roberts: 238-3936

Bobby Hall: 864-4492
Craig Conant: 238-6042
Tony Conant: 909-2939

Holly Dow: 238-5634
Barb Myers: 624-3026
Pat Brasel: 909-5922

Vance DeLozier: 909-7043
Visit our website for all area listings www.KeyRealtyWarrensburg.com

401 E. Russell Ave.
Warrensburg, MO

THE PHOTOGRAPHER, stu-
dio portraits by friendly profes-
sional photographer, we make you
look good. 105 N. State, Knob
Noster, www.2photo.us. 660-747-
4211

REAL ESTATE SALES

8
0
0
0
2
2
7
1

Houses For Sale

Apartments /Townhouses

DEERBROOK APARTMENTS
710 A. Deerbrook Circle

Knob Noster Mo
1 & 2 BR Apartments
3 BR 2 bath Duplexes

2 miles from the Air Force Base
Pool, On-site Laundry and

Storage Available
management@

deerbrookapartments.com
Call 660-563-3518

Houses For Rent

RENT OR SALE , 210 N.
Grant, Knob Noster, 2 blocks
from grade school, 2 apart-
ments , sunroom & deck,
fenced back yard, 1,300  sq.
ft., second unit same sq. ft.,
both central air/heat, 26x26
bay, HUD housing transfers
considered. 660-563-6170

Rentals

4 BR, 3 BATH, screened in
porch, 2 car garage, washer &
dryer, located in Warrensburg.
$1400 month. Please contact
Robin 660-747-6969

AUTOMOTIVE

W-K CHEVROLET
Runs 5/22 - 6/26 Sed Demo,
5/29 - 6/26 Pettis County &
South Plainsman and 5/31 - 28
Whiteman Warrior
1x2.50
Pick up ad #93260

Services
AUTOMOTIVE

 Jerry Baker
Auto Sales

600 Industrial Dr.
Sedalia, MO
660-826-5451

74 VW Super Beetle...........6495
07 Cobalt SS 76K ...........11,495
12 Malibu LT...................15,495
03 Lincoln Towncar 61K.. 9995
09 Pontiac G6 64K..........11,995
08 Buick LaCrosse.............9995
08 Chevy HHR 84K...........8995
05 Chrysler 300..................9995
04 Impala............................5995
08 Gr.Prix...........................9995
03 PT Cruiser 53K..............6995
00 Buick Regal...................3995
07 Avalanche LT 4wd.....18,995
04 Ford Supercab FX4....12,995
04 Chevy XCab 4wd.......10,995
06 Dodge 2wd 72K.........10,495
04 GMC XCab 2wd...........7995
00 Chevy XCab Sharp!......6995
06 GMC Shortbed..............8995
99 GMC XCab 4wd...........6995
08 Mercury Mariner..................

4wd.............................10,995
05 Durango 4wd.................8995
02 Jeep Liberty 4wd...........6495
03 Gr.Cherokee..................5995

www.jerrybakerauto.com

Miscellaneous

CAMPFIRE WOOD, pit fire
wood; hickory, pecan and black
cherry wood for smoking; Mac's

Firewood for all of your firewood
needs. owned by a disabled Viet-
nam veteran. Warrensburg, MO

660-909-5487

80002234

NICE 3 BEDROOM (POSSIBLE 4), Ranch home with lots of
updates just outside city limits. The 24x30 detached garage has 
a separate meter/breaker. MLS#43122  $124,900 Kim Miller Cell 
660-221-5999 Office 660-563-6505 Reece & Nichols, Warrensburg/
Whiteman Realty, LLC - www.AnotherHomeSoldToday.com

Custodial
Worker I

Missouri Veterans Home – Warrensburg
The Missouri Veterans Home in
Warrensburg is currently seeking

applicants for a full time
Custodial Worker I position. The pay for
this position is $9.35/hour. This position
qualifies for the following benefits:

• Retirement plan
• Health, vision, and dental insurance available
• Three (3) weeks paid vacation per year
• Three (3) weeks sick leave per year
• Twelve (12) paid holidays per year

Interested candiates may stop by the
Missouri Veterans Home to obtain an
application, instructions for applying,

and additional information.

Western Missouri
Veterans Home

1300 Veterans Road
Warrensburg, MO 64093

Phone: (660) 543-5064
We are the Stars who care for

America’s Heroes
EOE; Drug Free Workplace

MVH celebrates a diverse workforce
2008 NAHCA Facility of the Year

Diplodocuses didn’t advertise and...
they no longer exist!

PEOPLE WHO READ
NEWSPAPERS ARE

It all starts with
Newspapers

BETTER
WRITERS

AND
SPEAKERS

Don’t forget to add your e-mail
address to your classified ads!

EMPLOYMENT



3110 W. Broadway, Sedalia, MO 65301

660-826-5400
SedaliaToyota.com

Sales Hours: 

Service Hours: 

2001 GMC Safari
Stk# P20983

2007 NISSAN QUEST
Stk# X12220B

2008 CHEVROLET HHR
Stk# P20974

2010 GMC TERRAIN AWD
Stk# X12192A

2006 FORD MUSTANG GT
Stk# X12315A

2011 Toyota Prius II
Stk# X12333A TOYOTA CERTIFIED

2008 TOYOTA FJ CRUISER
Stk# P20995 TOYOTA CERTIFIED

2011 GMC SIERRA 4X4 CREW CAB
Stk# P20969

2008 CHEVY COBALT
Stk# P20997

2008 TOYOTA TUNDRA
Stk# X12294A

2012 TOTOTA TACOMA 4X4
Stk# X12297A TOYOTA CERTIFIED

2011 TOYOTA CAMRY XLE
Stk# P20989 TOYOTA CERTIFIED

2007 PONTIAC GRAND PRIX
Stk# P20914A

2008 FORD F250 SUPERCREW 4X4
Stk# P20975

2006 HYUNDAI SONATA LX
Stk# P20981A

Vehicles subject to prior sale.

SEDALIA’S LARGEST SELECTION 
OF QUALITY PRE-OWNED VEHICLES!

EVERY VEHICLE IS TAGGED WITH

HUGE SAVINGS
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